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Hotel and Travel Information

The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis 
A limited block of rooms has been reserved at convention rates ($152.00 + tax) at 
the site hotel. These rooms will be assigned on a first request basis. Due to the large 
influx of people to Cape Cod in June, hotel space will be at a premium. To reserve your 
room, please call 508-775-7775 and mention the SEAK Expert Group. The Resort and 
Conference Center at Hyannis is surrounded by 52 totally private acres of beautifully 
landscaped grounds and offers an 18-hole par 54 golf course, a private patio or balcony 
for the 224 deluxe guest rooms, a complete fitness center, indoor and outdoor pools, 
a whirlpool, a complete spa, and free parking. The Resort and Conference Center at 
Hyannis is conveniently located within walking distance of Main Street with its many 
shops and restaurants. Public beaches and the ferries to Martha’s Vineyard and 
Nantucket are minutes from the hotel. 

Alternative Lodging   
As a tourist destination, the Hyannis area has numerous alternative lodging options 
for different tastes and budgets.  SEAK has reserved a block of overflow rooms at the 
Holiday Inn Hyannis. The discount rate is ($149 + tax single/double). To make your 
reservations, please call 508-775-1153 and identify yourselves as being with SEAK, Inc.  
The Holiday Inn Hyannis is approximately 2.5 miles from The Resort and Conference 
Center at Hyannis and is located adjacent to the Cape Cod Mall and several restaurants. 
The Holiday Inn Hyannis was recently renovated and features an indoor pool, restaurant, 
modern gym and free hi-speed internet access. If you prefer a hotel on the harbor, across 
from the Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket ferry docks and within walking distance 
of downtown/waterfront restaurants, we suggest The Hyannis Harbor Hotel (www.
hyannisharborhotel.com), which is located 1.3 miles from The Resort and Conference 
Center at Hyannis.  If you are coming with your family or colleagues and prefer a suite 
or townhouse with kitchenette, we suggest the Red Jacket Green Harbor Resort, which 
is located directly on Lewis Bay, 2.9 miles from The Resort and Conference Center at 
Hyannis. If you would like to stay at an oceanfront beach resort with a private beach, jet 
ski rentals, etc., we suggest the Red Jacket Beach Resort (www.redjacketresorts.com). 
The Red Jacket Beach Resort is 6.1 miles from The Resort and Conference Center at 
Hyannis, but please note that traffic can be heavy in the afternoons coming back from 
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis.  

Getting to Hyannis 
The two major airports closest to Cape Cod are Logan International Airport in Boston, MA 
(70 miles) and T.F. Green Airport in Warwick, Rhode Island (80 miles). Barnstable Airport 
is a five minute drive from The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, but this is a 
commuter airport that has smaller planes and fewer flights. T.F. Green is preferred over 
Logan (if you can get a non-stop flight) as it is usually less congested. Rental cars, taxis 
and car service are available at all three airports. 

Cape Cod  
Cape Cod is a true destination spot that features beautiful beaches, warm water, great 
restaurants, historic towns, sightseeing, kayaking, whale watching, museums, numerous 
bike trails, shopping, nightlife, championship golf, and world famous boating. Cape Cod is 
also gateway to the islands of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. For more information on 
what to do on Cape Cod, please visit www.capecod.com.
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17th Annual National Expert Witness Conference

Expert Report Writing Workshop, Tuesday, June 17, 2008
Law School for Expert Witnesses, Tuesday, June 17, 2008
How to Become the Go To Expert Witness in Your Field, Tuesday, June 17, 2008
How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness, Wednesday, June 18, 2008
How to Start and Build a Successful Expert Witness Practice, Wednesday, June 18, 2008
Advanced Deposition Skills for Experts, Wednesday, June 18, 2008
Testifying Skills Workshop, Wednesday, June 18, 2008
The Biggest Mistakes Experts Make: And How to Avoid Them, Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Preconferences: June 17 & 18, 2008

Thursday, June 19, 2008

7:00 – 8:00	 Registration and Continental 		
	 Breakfast
8:00 – 9:00	 A View from the Bench
	 By: The Honorable Reggie B. Walton
	 (Washington, DC)
9:00 – 10:00	 What to Do and Not to Do as an 
	 Expert: Time Tested Successful 
	 Strategies
	 By: Gerald S. George, Ph.D.
	 (Lafayette, LA)
10:00 – 10:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:15 – 11:15	 How Experts Destroy Themselves: 
	 Lessons from High Profile Cases
                       	 By: Daniel Horowitz, Esq. 
	 (Oakland, CA)
11:15 – 12:15	 How Lawyers Dig Up Dirt on Expert 	
	 Witnesses
	 By: Jim Robinson, Esq. 
	 (Hermosa Beach, CA)
12:15 – 1:15	 Lunch (Provided with Faculty)
1:15 – 2:05	 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: CHOOSE ONE
		  A.	 Excelling During the Initial 
			   Call From Counsel
			   By: David T. Tirella, Esq. 

(Tampa, FL)
		  B. 	 Excelling at Direct 

Examination: 
			   What Experts Need to Know
			   By: James R. Hitchner, CPA/

ABV/ASA (Atlanta, GA)
2:05 – 2:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity
2:15 – 3:05	 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: CHOOSE ONE
		  A.	 Mock Trial
			   By:David Kochman, Esq. 
			   (New York, NY)
			   Kristopher Seluga 
			   (Stamford, CT)
		  B.	 Making the Complex 

Understandable: What Works 
for Expert Witnesses

			   By: Professor R. J. Hansman 
			   (Cambridge, MA)
3:05 – 3:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:15 – 4:15	 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: CHOOSE ONE
		  A.	 When Experts Need to Retain 

Counsel: Daubert & Beyond
			   By: Shannon M. Kos, Esq. 

(Southfield, MI)
		  B.	 Delivering Effective 

Testimony: Arbitrations, 
Mediations, Judge and Jury 
Trials

			   By: Edward L. Fronapfel, MS, 
PE (Arvada, CO)

4:15-5:30  	 Reception/Networking Opportunity

7:00 – 8:00	 Registration and Continental 		
	 Breakfast
8:00 – 9:00	 The Perfect Expert Witness
	 By: Judge Mark I. Bernstein 
	 (Philadelphia, PA)
9:00 – 10:00	 Courtroom Communication: 
	 Active Listening Skills for Experts
	 By: David M. Benjamin, Ph.D. 
	 (Chestnut Hill, MA)
10:00 – 10:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:15 – 11:15	 Effective Presentation of Expert 	
	 Witness Testimony
	 By: Jaine E. Fraser, Ph.D. (Dallas, TX)
11:15 – 12:15	 How to Excel During Impeachment
	 Attempts: Lessons for Experts from
	 High Profile Cases
	 By: Douglas Branson, Esq. 		
	 (Pittsburgh, PA)
12:15 – 1:15	 Lunch (Provided with Faculty)
1:15 – 2:05	 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: CHOOSE ONE
		  A. 	 How to Excel at Videotaped 
			   Depositions: What Every 

Expert Needs to Know
			   By: David L. Kwass, Esq. 

(Narbeth, PA)
		  B.	 Preparing to Excel at Trial: 
			   Advanced Techniques for 

Experts
		  	 By: Bernard F. Pettingill, Jr., 

Ph.D. 
			   (Palm Beach Gardens, FL)
2:05 – 2:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity
2:15 – 3:05	 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: CHOOSE ONE
		  A.	 Expert Witness Presentation 

Skills: How to Excel
			   By: Dave E. David, MD 

(Norfolk, MA)
		  B.	 The Expert’s Report: How to 

Avoid Disaster
			   By: Douglas W. Squires, Esq. 

(Columbus, OH)
3:05 – 3:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:15 – 4:15	 BREAKOUT SESSIONS: CHOOSE ONE
		  A. 	 How Experts Can Assist 

Counsel: Expanding Role for 
Experts

			   By: Lou Reiter (Greenville, RI)
		  B.	 Destroying Expert Witnesses:
			   How Lawyers Exploit 

Weaknesses of Experts
			   By: Lynn M. Roberson, Esq. 

(Atlanta, GA)

Friday, June 20, 2008
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Conference Program: Thursday, June 19, 2008
7:00 – 8:00	 Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:00 – 9:00	 A View from the Bench 
		  By: The Honorable Reggie B. Walton

Judge Walton will review why some expert witnesses are more credible than others. Judge 
Walton will discuss what type of testimony does and does not impress a judge and jury 
and the type of testimony that turns off a judge and jury. Judge Walton will provide practical 
suggestions for experts for improving their testimony and effectiveness. QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS. Learning Objective: List techniques for providing more effective expert testimony.

Judge Reggie B. Walton is a United States District Judge for the District of Columbia. In May 2007, Chief 
Justice John Roberts appointed Judge Walton to serve as a Judge of the United States Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court, which is a 7-year appointment. Before his appointment to the bench, Judge Walton served 
as the Executive Assistant United States Attorney in the Office of the United States Attorney in Washington, 
DC, and was an Assistant United States Attorney in that Office as well. Judge Walton has been the recipient 
of numerous honors and awards, including his inclusion in the 2001 edition of The Marquis Who’s Who in 
America and the 2000 edition of The Marquis Who’s Who in the World. Judge Walton has been active in 
working with the youth of the Washington, DC area and throughout the nation. He has served as a Big Brother 
and frequently speaks at schools throughout the Washington Metropolitan area concerning drugs, crime, and 
personal responsibility. 

9:00 – 10:00	 What to Do and Not to Do as an Expert: 
		  Time Tested Successful Strategies
		  By: Gerald S. George, Ph.D.

Dr. George will explain the characteristics and techniques used by successful expert 
witnesses, including: keeping it simple, persuasion, reading and relating to the jury, 
demeanor, and making your testimony come to life. He will draw on his courtroom experience 
to demonstrate successful strategies and techniques that can be employed by expert 
witnesses.  QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Describe techniques to be a more 
effective expert witness.

Gerald S. George, Ph.D. is Professor Emeritus Department of Kinesiology at the University of Louisiana. 
He has served as author, contributor, and/or senior editor to over ten textbooks, 120 article publications, 
and nine funded grants. Dr. George received his M.S. from Springfield College, and his B.S. and Ph.D. from 
Louisiana State University. He has lectured and written extensively on biomechanics, gymnastics, diving, 
sports, and physical education. Dr. George is an experienced expert witness.

10:00 – 10:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:15 – 11:15	 How Experts Destroy Themselves: 
		  Lessons from High Profile Cases
		  By: Daniel Horowitz, Esq.

Attorney Horowitz will discuss and demonstrate with the use of videos,  how expert witnesses 
in major trials have destroyed themselves. He will explain the level of scrutiny experts can 
expect and how they should prepare for trials. Attorney Horowitz will discuss the expert 
testimony in such cases as People v. Scott Peterson, the Michael Jackson case and other 
high profile cases, and offer practical suggestions on how experts can improve their 
performance at trial. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Identify mistakes that 
can damage an expert’s credibility.

Daniel Horowitz, Esq. is a nationally prominent criminal defense attorney who has taken over 150 major 
criminal cases to trial. He is a national Legal Commentator seen on the Abrams Report, Court TV, and CNN 
with Nancy Grace, Fox News, Rita Crosby, Catherine Crier, Lisa Bloom, Robert Massi, and many others. 
Attorney Horowitz also appears as a Legal Commentator on all major television networks including CBS, ABC, 
FOX and NBC. His international defense work has taken him to over fifteen countries. Attorney Horowitz has 
represented Pavel Lazarenko (the former Prime Minister of Ukraine), Al Pacino, Geraldo Rivera and other high 
profile clients. He has also had extensive experience with expert witnesses. Attorney Horowitz received his B.A. 
from Hampshire College and his J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law, Los Angeles.

Registration is limited. Register Today! 
To register, please see page 2.
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Conference Program: Thursday, June 19, 2008
11:15 – 12:15	 How Lawyers Dig Up Dirt on Expert Witnesses
		  By: Jim Robinson, Esq.

Attorney Robinson will discuss the numerous methods and techniques attorneys use to 
gather information about experts and investigate their credentials and prior testimony. He 
will explain the use of: search engines, websites, directories, disciplinary records, discussion 
boards, filings, government documents, public records, patents, and audio & video files. 
Attorney Robinson will offer practical suggestions on how experts can prevent damage 
and maximize their reputation in the legal community. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning 

Objective: Identify techniques attorneys use to research damaging information about experts.

Jim Robinson, Esq. is an attorney who specializes in construction defect, personal injury, and business 
litigation for both plaintiffs and defendants. He is a member of the California Bar Association, American 
Bar Association, Defense Research Institute, American Trial Lawyers Association, Los Angeles County Bar 
Association, Los Angeles Trial Lawyers Association, and Consumer Attorneys of California. Attorney Robinson 
is also Education Chair for the California Bar, Law Practice Management and Technology section. Attorney 
Robinson has written and lectured extensively on expert witnesses and is the co-author of “Finding and 
Researching Experts and Their Testimony.” Attorney Robinson is founder of JurisPro, Inc. which maintains a 
national directory of expert witnesses.

12:15 – 1:15	 Lunch (Provided with Faculty)
1:15 – 2:05	 Breakout Sessions: Choose One
		  Excelling During the Initial Call From Counsel
		  By: David T. Tirella, Esq.

Attorney Tirella will explain the intensive screening process counsel uses during their 
initial call to an expert witness. He will discuss the types of questions the expert should 
be prepared to answer and the most effective techniques for answering these questions. 
Attorney Tirella will review the biggest mistakes experts make during the initial call and 
will offer practical suggestions for excelling during the screening process. QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Discuss why it is so important to excel during the original 

phone call from counsel.

David Theodore Tirella, Esq. is a senior trial attorney with Cohen, Jayson & Foster in Tampa, Florida.  He is a 
Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer by the National Board of Trial Advocacy with 17 years experience in handling 
a wide variety of cases ranging from murder to medical malpractice.  He is “AV” rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
and achieved “Master” rating by the Tampa Bay Inn of Court.  Mr. Tirella focuses his practice on personal 
injury and medical malpractice cases with memberships in the Association of Trial Lawyers of America, 
Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers, Hillsborough County Bar Association and Million Dollar Advocates Forum.  
He frequently speaks, writes and teaches on a wide variety of legal issues including client interviewing, trial 
advocacy, paralegal education and expert witness selection.  The Florida Bar recently selected his article 
titled Winning Strategies: The Four P’s of Expert Witness Selection for publication.  Additionally, Mr. Tirella is 
a Torts Instructor at the University of Miami, Paralegal Studies and is listed in Who’s Who in America, Who’s 
Who in American Law and Who’s Who in American Law Schools.  He earned his B.S. degree from Florida State 
University and his JD degree from Cumberland School of Law of Samford University.
		  –OR–
		  Excelling at Direct Examination: What 
		  Experts Need to Know
		  By: James R. Hitchner CPA/ABV/ASA

Mr. Hitchner will review the hierarchy of effective direct testimony. He will explain how to be 
an effective teacher and use everyday examples to present complex testimony. Mr. Hitchner 
will explain the best ways to interact with retaining counsel, how to watch your audience, 
and use your CV and reports. He will offer practical suggestions for excelling at direct 
examination.  QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: List techniques to provide more 
effective expert testimony on direct examination.

James R. Hitchner, CPA/ABV/ASA, is Managing Director of The Financial Valuation Group, President of 
the Financial Consulting Group and Editor in Chief of Financial Valuation and Litigation Expert, a bimonthly 
journal that presents views and tools from some of the leading experts in valuation, forensics/fraud and 
litigation services. Mr. Hitchner is editor/coauthor of the books Financial Valuation: Applications and Models, 
second edition; Financial Valuation Workbook, second edition, and Valuation for Financial Reporting, 
Fair Value Measurements and Reporting: Intangible Assets, Goodwill, and Impairment, second edition, 
all published by Wiley. Mr. Hitchner has been recognized as a qualified expert witness and has provided 
testimony on valuations in numerous state and federal courts. He has spent 27 years in valuation services 
including as a shareholder with Phillips Hitchner Group, partner-in-charge of valuation services for the 
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Conference Program: Thursday, June 19, 2008
Southern Region of Coopers & Lybrand (currently PricewaterhouseCoopers), and senior appraiser with 
American Appraisal Associates. He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Engineering from the University of 
Pittsburgh and a Masters of Business Administration degree from Rider University. In the valuation area he 
has coauthored 20 courses, taught over 60 courses, published over 60 articles, and has made over 100 
conference presentations.  He is also an inductee in the AICPA BV Hall of Fame and a two time recipient of 
the AICPA’s Volunteer of the Year award.
2:05 – 2:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
2:15 – 3:05	 Breakout Sessions: Choose One
		  Mock Trial
		  By: David Kochman, Esq. & Kristopher Seluga
During August 2005, Technology Associates LLC investigated a motor vehicle accident that occurred on 
September 24, 2002 in Brooklyn, NY. The accident occurred when a Ford Taurus, driven by Mrs. Edna Lopez, 
was struck by a BMW convertible, driven by Mr. Richard Jones. As a result of this accident, Mrs. Edna Lopez 
was injured. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Describe the effective testimony presentation 
techniques demonstrated in the mock trial.

David A. Kochman, Esq., is a member and trial attorney in the New York law firm of Harris 
Beach. He received his BA from Tufts University and his JD from Emory School of Law. 
Attorney Kochman is chair of the Biomechanics and Injury Causation Specialized Litigation 
Group of the Defense Research Institute (DRI). He is the immediate past co-chair of DRI’s 
Recreational Products Specialized Litigation Group. Attorney Kochman serves on the Steering 
Committee of the Products Liability Committee. He has published numerous articles and 
lectured extensively in the products liability field regarding admissibility of expert testimony, 

crashworthiness in automotive litigation, establishing defenses such as assumption of the risk and open and 
obvious dangers, rebutting failure to warn claims, and legal ethics. Mr. Kochman published the article, “Why, 
When and How to Use Testimony,” in the November 2006 edition of DRI’s For The Defense. In March 2007, Mr. 
Kochman spoke on the topic, “How to Litigate a Products Case: The Fundamentals,” for a New York State Bar 
Association CLE program. He is on the Editorial Board for DRI’s Daubert Compendium 2002 and authored a 
chapter of the Compendium entitled “What is the Known or Potential Rate of Error.”

Kristopher J. Seluga is a mechanical engineer and safety expert in the forensic engineering 
company Technology Associates. He received his MS and BSME at MIT. Mr. Seulga is a 
licensed professional engineer and ACTAR accident reconstructionist. He has investigated 
hundreds of motor vehicle, machinery, and fall accidents. Mr. Seulga is an experienced 
expert witness.

		  –OR–
		  Making the Complex Understandable: 
		  What Works for Expert Witnesses
		  By: Professor R. J. Hansman

Professor Hansman will discuss how to translate and explain complex scientific concepts, 
principles, and results in a fashion that can be readily understood by a judge, fact finder, 
and jury. He will demonstrate how an effective technical expert witness can make juries and 
judges feel comfortable with the understanding of complex evidentiary material. Professor 
Hansman will demonstrate, by use of examples, how all experts can work with retaining 
counsel to offer coherent, understandable, expert testimony even in the most complex 

and difficult cases. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS. Learning Objective: Identify methods for explaining complex 
scientific principles to a lay audience.

Professor R. John Hansman is currently on the faculty of the Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
MIT, where he is the Director of the MIT International Center for Air Transportation.  He is also on the faculty 
of the MIT Engineering System Division.  Professor Hansman received his AB in Physics from Cornell in 1976 
and an interdisciplinary Ph.D. (Physics, Aeronautics & Astronautics, Electrical Engineering, Meteorology) from 
MIT in 1982.  He conducts research in several areas related to the application of information technology 
in operational aerospace systems. Dr. Hansman holds 6 patents and has authored over 250 technical 
publications.  He has over 5200 hours of pilot in-command time in airplanes, helicopters and sailplanes 
including meteorological, production and engineering flight test experience.  He holds a Type Rating for Lear 
Jet 20, 30 and 55 series aircraft.  Professor Hansman is Chair of the FAA Research & Development Advisory 
Committee. He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and has received 
numerous awards including the 2005 Dryden Lectureship in Aeronautics Research from the AIAA, the 2005 
Kriske Aware from the Air Traffic Control Association, a 2004 Laurel from Aviation Week & Space Technology, 
the 1996 FAA Excellence in Aviation Award, the 1994 Losey Atmospheric Sciences Award from the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and a 1990 OSTIV Diploma for Technical Contributions.
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Conference Program: Thursday, June 19, 2008

7:00 – 8:00	 Registration and Continental Breakfast 
8:00 – 9:00	 The Perfect Expert Witness
	 By: Judge Mark I. Bernstein

Judge Bernstein will identify and discuss the eight characteristics of the perfect expert 
witness. He will review the eight characteristics which are the antithesis of the excellent 
expert. Judge Bernstein will provide simple and direct suggestions for experts to improve 
their delivery, persuasiveness, and credibility in the face of the adversarial system they work 
in. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Identify the characteristics of an ideal 
expert witness. 

3:05 – 3:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:15 – 4:15	 Breakout Sessions: Choose One
		  When Experts Need to Retain Counsel: 			 
		  Daubert & Beyond

		  By: Shannon M. Kos, Esq.
Attorney Kos will discuss why an expert should anticipate and be prepared for the real threat 
of serious career damage due to an adverse Daubert ruling.  In addition to other practical 
suggestions, she will discuss reasons experts should retain counsel including to handle 
Daubert challenges, collection, contracts, fee agreements & disputes, subpoenas, and 
requests for personal information including tax returns.  QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning 
Objective: Discuss when experts should retain their own counsel.

Attorney Shannon M. Kos is a personal injury trial attorney in the Southfield, Michigan law firm of Collins, 
Einhorn, Farrell & Ulanoff, P.C. She concentrates on product liability litigation, toxic tort litigation, fire and 
explosion litigation, mold litigation, and general liability litigation. Attorney Kos is certified as a Fire and 
Explosion Investigator by the National Association of Fire Investigators. In addition to her litigation work, she 
has published articles concerning the defense of personal injury claims in the construction context and 
testing in product liability suits. Attorney Kos received her BA from The Colorado College and her JD from 
William Mitchell College of Law.
		  –OR–
		  Delivering Effective Testimony: 
		  Arbitrations, Mediations, Judge and Jury Trials
		  By: Edward L. Fronapfel, MS, PE

Mr. Fronapfel will identify and explain how the preparation, presentation, and level of 
complexity differ for experts depending on the forum they are testifying in. He will discuss 
the best use of demonstrative evidence, delivery length of presentation, eye contact, 
and examples and analogies that can be utilized to make one’s testimony effective and 
persuasive. Mr. Fronapfel will demonstrate the decision-making characteristics of the fact 
finder and the special challenges bench and/or jury trials present for expert witnesses. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Discuss how best practices for expert witnesses differ 
depending upon the forum.

Edward L. Fronapfel is a principal in the forensic engineering firm of Professional Investigative Engineers 
(PIE), which has branches in Colorado, Arizona, and Florida. Mr. Fronapfel holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering from Colorado State University and a Master of Science in Civil Engineering from the University 
of Colorado. Mr. Fronapfel’s background includes geo-hydrology, hydrology, hydraulics, civil engineering, 
structural engineering and building envelope.  His work has been extensive in construction and engineering 
forensics from Civil Disciplines, Structural Disciplines, Building Envelope, and Claims Analysis. He is a 
registered engineer in the states of Colorado, Florida, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, Texas, 
Mississippi, and Wyoming. He is the author of many published articles, including “Inframation, Proceedings 
Volumes 4, 5, and 6,” “Colorado Claims Guide,” “Building Integration Solutions, ASCE through AEI,” and RCI. 
Mr. Fronapfel is an experienced expert witness and has testified at arbitrations, mediations, and bench and 
jury trials and has also been deposed over 150 times in 7 years.  Mr. Fronapfel is an Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Denver and an ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer.  He is a Certified Forensic Claims Consultant, 
a Senior Member of the National Academy of Forensic Engineers, a Member of the National Academy of 
Building Engineers, has a Level II Thermography license, and is a Certified third party EIFS inspector.
 
4:15-5:30    	 Reception/Networking Opportunity

Conference Program: Friday, June 20, 2008
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One of the Philadelphia trial bar’s best loved and most respected judges, the Honorable Mark I. Bernstein 
of the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas has served on the bench for 20 years, and now serves on the 
Commerce Court of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. Earlier in his career, Judge Bernstein was a 
partner in a litigation firm. He has been involved in the development of the Pennsylvania Standard Jury 
Instructions, the state Medical Malpractice Mediation Task Force, and Philadelphia’s Day Forward Case 
Management Program, and has won numerous honors as a judge. Named one of the 500 Leading Judges in 
America by Lawdragon Magazine, Judge Bernstein is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania Law School. 
Judge Bernstein has long been involved in the education of lawyers and judges, and he writes extensively 
particularly in the field of expert testimony. He is the author of Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence, published by 
Gann Law Books.

9:00 – 10:00	 Courtroom Communication: 
	 Active Listening Skills for Experts
	 By: David M. Benjamin, Ph.D.

Dr. Benjamin will explain how experts can develop and utilize their active listening skills to 
better recognize and respond to trick and difficult questions. He will demonstrate how to best 
deal with threats, abusive tactics, and improper and difficult questions by opposing counsel.  
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: List reasons why active listening skills are so 
important.

David M. Benjamin, Ph.D., is a clinical pharmacologist and toxicologist in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. 
He received his BA from Boston University and his MS and Ph.D. in Pharmacology from the University of 
Vermont College of Medicine. Dr. Benjamin is an experienced consultant and expert and has more than 
200 presentations and publications to his credit. Dr. Benjamin is a trained arbitrator and mediator, and has 
lectured extensively on the role of experts and consultants in the legal system, and has taught scientific 
evidence at George Washington School of Law and Stetson Law School. He is an Adjunct Assistant Professor 
at Boston University School of Medicine where he teaches Forensic Toxicology in the Biomedical Forensic 
Sciences program.
10:00 – 10:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:15 – 11:15	 Effective Presentation of 
		  Expert Witness Testimony
	 By: Jaine E. Fraser, Ph.D.

Dr. Fraser will explain what makes expert witness testimony effective and persuasive. She 
will discuss and demonstrate why jurors find some expert witnesses credible and discount 
others. Dr. Fraser will explain how to present effective expert witness testimony to jurors. 
She will offer practical suggestions on how experts of all disciplines can improve their 
performance.  QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Explain how jurors judge the 
credibility of expert testimony.

Jaine E. Fraser, Ph.D., is a nationally known jury consultant with the Trial Psychology Institute in Dallas, TX. 
She received her B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin and her M.S. and her Ph.D. in social psychology 
from Tulane University.  Dr. Fraser helps high-powered litigators with jury selection, witness preparation, and 
the persuasiveness of a witness. She is a contributing author to “Blue’s Guide to Jury Selection” and lectures 
and teaches persuasiveness and trial psychology. Her work has led to several record-setting jury awards at 
both the state and national level. 
11:15 – 12:15	 How to Excel During Impeachment Attempts: 

Lessons for Experts from High Profile Cases
		  By: Douglas Branson, Esq.

Attorney Branson will discuss and demonstrate the intense level of scrutiny expert witnesses 
can and will come under.  He will review the numerous impeachment methods opposing 
counsel will employ to discredit the expert.  Attorney Branson will explain how to best prevent 
and insulate oneself from these impeachment attempts and respond to them while under 
attack. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: List techniques attorneys use to 
impeach expert testimony.

Douglas Branson, Esq. has the W. Edward Sell Chair in law at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. He 
received his BA from the University of Notre Dame, his JD from Northwestern University School of Law and 
his LLM from the University of Virginia. Attorney Branson has written nine books and 75 law review articles 
on Corporate Governance. He is a highly experienced expert witness having been retained in over 100 major 
cases, including Worldcom, HealthSouth, and Adelphia Communications.

12:15 – 1:15	 Lunch (Provided with Faculty)

Conference Program: Friday, June 20, 2008
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Conference Program: Friday, June 20, 2008

1:15 – 2:05	 Breakout Sessions: Choose One
	 How to Excel at Videotaped Depositions: 
	 What Every Expert Needs to Know
	 By: David L. Kwass, Esq.

Attorney Kwass will discuss the preparation with counsel necessary to excel at your 
videotaped deposition. He will review the unique aspects of videotaped deposition, 
including: the element of surprise, looking or acting evasive or defensive, anger, arrogance 
or combativeness, and other mistakes. Attorney Kwass will recommend how experts can 
identify and artfully deal with the unique challenges of videotaped depositions. QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: List techniques to excel during videotaped depositions.

David L. Kwass, Esq. is a partner and trial lawyer in the firm of Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & Bendesky. He 
focuses his practice on cases involving construction accidents, vehicle crashworthiness, crane and electrical 
accidents, equipment tip-over accidents, workplace falls and fall protection, defective child and recreational 
products, and liquor liability. The results of his passion for workplace safety and safe design of consumer 
products are more than 25 separate verdicts and settlements in excess of $1 million. 

Mr. Kwass is a 1987 graduate of Haverford College, receiving a B.A. He also is the recipient of a Masters 
degree from Georgetown University (1989), a J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1992, 
and in 2002, a Masters with honors in Trial Advocacy from the Temple University School of Law. Mr. Kwass 
continues his association with Temple’s School of Law and its Trial Advocacy Program as an Adjunct Professor 
of Law, regularly teaching LLM classes, and serving as a judge for mock trials. He mentors Temple’s trial 
teams on construction and product liability cases. Attorney Kwass is the co-author of “Try Opening with a 
Videotaped Deposition.”
		  –OR–
	 Preparing to Excel at Trial: Advanced Techniques 

for Experts
	 By: Bernard F. Pettingill, Jr., Ph.D.

Dr. Pettingill will explain how he prepares with retaining counsel for his direct examination. 
He will discuss key questions, final preparation, and demonstrative evidence. Dr. Pettingill 
will provide a detailed explanation of the due diligence he engages in prior to trial with 
regard to the jury, any jury consultants, the list of witnesses, judge, and local issues. He 
will review the many nuances that experienced experts deal with in their trial preparation. 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Describe a protocol for preparing to testify.

Bernard F. Pettingill, Jr., Ph.D. is a consulting economist in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. He received his 
B.B.A. and his MBA in economics from Loyola University, his MPH from Tulane University, and his Ph.D. from 
Manchester University in Manchester, England. Dr. Pettingill has written extensively on forensic economic 
issues. He is a member of the National Association of Forensic Economists and is a former professor of 
economics. Dr. Pettingill is a highly experienced expert witness having testified in over 500 trials in 27 states.
2:05 – 2:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
2:15 – 3:05	 Breakout Sessions: Choose One
	 Expert Witness Presentation Skills: How to Excel

	 By: Dave E. David, MD
Dr. David will utilize his media experience to explain how expert witnesses can improve 
their presentation skills. He will discuss gestures, eye contact, facial expressions, and body 
language. Dr. David will review the proper use of tone, inflection, dramatic pause, smiling, 
and a passion for the subject and your opinion. He will offer practical advice to assist expert 
witnesses to help improve and excel at their presentation skills. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  

Learning Objective: Describe methods for improving your presentation skills.

Dave E. David, MD is on the teaching faculty of the University of Rhode Island and is a former assistant 
clinical professor at the University of California, Irvine. He received his B.A. from the University of Florida and 
his M.D. from the University of South Florida Medical College. Dr. David is board certified in obstetrics and 
gynecology. Twenty years of experience includes medical analyst/commentator for CNN, FOX News Channel, 
and New England Cable News, host of his own weekly television show (There’s a Doctor in the House), 
and radio talk show, creator, and host of Making Womb for Baby (full-length videotape on pregnancy and 
childbirth) and Secrets to a Slimmer You (audiotape program). Dr. David is a SAG/AFTRA member, well-
versed with teleprompter, earprompter, and well-trained in commercial and dramatic acting. Dr. David is an 
experienced expert witness and has testified in 65 cases in the past four years.

Registration is limited. Register Today! 
To register, please see page 2.
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Conference Program: Friday, June 20, 2008

		  –OR–
		  The Expert’s Report: How to Avoid Disaster
		  By: Douglas W. Squires, Esq. 

Attorney Squires will explain how experts can bullet-proof their reports and the road map it 
provides in their cross-examination. He will discuss the formatting of the report, the amount 
of detail, preliminary and draft reports, notes and correspondence and emails with counsel. 
Attorney Squires will review the influence of retaining counsel in the drafting of the report 
and will offer practical advice on how experts can best insulate themselves from successful 
cross-examination based on their own reports.  QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: 
Identify methods for drafting a more persuasive expert report.

Douglas William Squires, Esq., is an Adjunct Professor of Law at Capital University Law School. Professor 
Squires received his B.A. from Miami University and his J.D. from the University of San Francisco Law School. 
He has written and lectured extensively on scientific evidence in criminal and civil cases and is the author of 
the “Forensic Accounting” chapter in Scientific Evidence in Criminal and Civil Cases. Professor Squires is an 
instructor for the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and a speaker for the Association of Fraud Examiners.

3:05 – 3:15	 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:15 – 4:15	 Breakout Sessions: Choose One
	 How Experts Can Assist Counsel: Expanding Role 

for Experts
	 By: Lou Reiter
Mr. Reiter will explain and demonstrate, with examples, the expanding role of the expert 
witness in the litigation process. He will discuss how experts can be invaluable in: the 
evaluation of the case and its viability, during the discovery process, and in the evaluation 
of the opposing expert’s strengths and weaknesses. Mr. Reiter will offer practical advice to 
experts on how an experienced, honest expert can make himself invaluable in the litigation 

process.  QUESTIONS & ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: Identify areas beyond testimony where experts can 
assist retaining counsel. (Time will be set aside at the end of this talk to complete course evaluations)

Lou Reiter conducts 15-20 training sessions for police groups across the United States each year. He 
also conducts an average of 5-10 agency management audits and liability assessments. These have been 
for state, county and municipal police operations.  The size of these agencies has been from 3 persons to 
39,000 employees.  These audits allow him to be in police cars up to 100 hours each year.  He has been 
a consultant on 8 U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Special Litigation Section, investigations 
of agencies involving patterns and practices of Constitutional violations.  He was selected in 2003 as the 
Federal Court monitor for the Consent Decree of Collin v. Ventura County Sheriff’s Department, CA. Mr. Reiter 
is a highly experienced expert witness having been retained in over 1,000 cases and having testified in over 
250 cases, both in state and federal court. 
		  –OR–
		  Destroying Expert Witnesses:  
		  How Lawyers Exploit Weaknesses of Experts
		  By: Lynn M. Roberson, Esq. 

Attorney Roberson will explain and demonstrate, with video examples, how lawyers capitalize 
on the weaknesses of experts and help them implode. She will discuss websites, facts & 
assumptions, withheld information, and other areas where experts are particularly vulnerable 
during cross-examination. Attorney Roberson will offer practical suggestions for experts 
to insulate themselves from these kinds of frontal assaults by counsel. QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS.  Learning Objective: List techniques attorneys use to attack expert witnesses. 
(Time will be set aside at the end of this talk to complete course evaluations)

Lynn M. Roberson, Esq., has been practicing litigation for over 25 years, particularly in the areas of premises 
liability for violent crime, other premises liability, long term care liability, pharmacy liability, automobile/truck 
accident cases, products liability, malicious prosecution, and other personal injury law, as well as insurance 
coverage matters.  Ms. Roberson has completed over 70 jury trials in these areas. Ms. Roberson is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Georgia Defense Lawyers Association.  She is past chair of the Litigation 
Section of the Atlanta Bar Association and the Atlanta Bar CLE Board of Trustees.  She is an active member 
of the Defense Research Institute (DRI) and is past Chair of DRI’s section on Trial Tactics (2004-2006) and 
is a member of DRI’s Insurance Law committee.  She was named as a Georgia Super Lawyer in 2004-2007.  
Only 5% of Georgia lawyers received this distinction.  She was named as one of the top 50 women lawyers in 
Georgia in 2007.
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Expert Report Writing Workshop
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Tuesday, June 17, 2008

8:00–8:30 Continental Breakfast 
8:30–9:00 Introduction 
Students will learn when to write their expert report and more importantly when not to write an expert report. The law 
governing the discoverability and admissibility of expert reports will be explained. The specific reasons why a well-written 
report is of crucial importance will be explained. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss the rules governing 
expert reports, discuss when to write an expert report and explain the law governing expert reports.  
9:00–9:30 Legal Requirements of Expert Reports 
Students will learn the legally mandated content requirements for Rule 26 Reports for cases in federal court and reports 
used to oppose or support motions for summary judgment (Rule 56 motions). Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: List the legal requirements for expert reports.  
9:30–10:00 Formatting 
Students will learn the optimum ways to format an expert report and how this can assist them during cross-examination. 
The importance of proper formatting will be emphasized, with a specific discussion of cover pages, fonts, topic headings, 
paragraph breaks and lengths, spacing, and page numbering. A mock trial demonstration will emphasize the importance 
of proper formatting. Model reports with superior formatting will be provided. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: 
Describe an optimally formatted expert report. 
10:00–10:30 Documents and Authority/Research Reviewed 
Through a combination of a didactic presentation, interactive writing exercises, and mock trial demonstrations, students 
will learn the best way to document in an expert report the documents and research upon which the expert’s opinion was 
based and the importance of doing this in a proper manner. What should and should not be included will be discussed. 
Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe how to best document in an expert report the documents, authority 
and research reviewed.  
10:30–10:45 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:45–11:15 Qualifications of the Expert 
The expert’s stating of his own qualifications in an expert report is an area where avoidable mistakes with severe 
consequences are all too often made. Through didactic presentations, interactive writing exercises and a mock trial 
demonstration, students will learn the importance of accurately and objectively stating one’s qualifications and the 
common errors that experts often make in this area. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain how to avoid 
common errors associated with documenting an expert’s qualifications. 
11:15–11:45 Properly Expressing Your Opinion 
The purpose of an expert report is the expression of the expert’s opinion. This opinion should be expressed in a clear, 
confident and supportable manner. Through didactic presentations, interactive writing exercises and a mock trial 
demonstration, students will learn how to properly express an opinion and the reasoning for that opinion in an expert 
report and the common pitfalls to avoid in this area. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain how to best 
document an expert’s opinion. 
11:45–12:00 Catching Mistakes Before They Catch You 
Through didactic presentations and a mock trial demonstration experts will learn the importance of proofreading their 
report and how to catch and correct the most commonly made errors in expert reports. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: Describe how to proof an expert report so as to prevent mistakes. 
12:00–1:15 Lunch Provided with Faculty 
1:15–2:45 Drafting a Powerful, Defensible Report 
Through didactic presentations, interactive writing exercises and a mock trial demonstration, students will learn 20 proven 
techniques to make their expert report more powerful, persuasive, and defensible. Specific techniques explained will 
include: avoidance of absolute words, staying within the expert’s true area of expertise, red flag words to avoid in expert 
reports, common damaging superfluous language that should not appear in expert reports, the avoidance of hedge words 
and over a dozen more specific techniques. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List techniques to draft powerful, 
defensible expert reports. 
2:45–3:00 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:00–4:00 Defending Your Report During Cross Examination 
Through didactic presentations and mock trial demonstrations students will learn the 25 most effective tactics counsel 
uses to attack an expert through his report and, more importantly, specific advice on how to defend against each and 
every one of these tactics. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain how to defeat opposing counsel’s cross-
examination tactics.  
4:00–4:30 Takeaways, Conclusion and Evaluation 
Concluding remarks will be preceded by an attendee and faculty generated numbered list of action steps and takeaways 
from the covered material that attendees can use to draft more persuasive and defensible expert reports. Questions and 
Answers. List action steps to draft more persuasive and defensible expert reports. 
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Executive Summary: The most valuable expert witnesses understand the law and the legal system. Law School for Expert 
Witnesses is a lively and intense interactive course which provides experts with an insider’s understanding of the legal 
system and civil actions. Experts will learn how to think and speak like the lawyers that employ them. Common “legalese” 
will be made comprehensible and experts will learn the procedural and substantive laws that govern the civil cases experts 
are typically involved in. The course emphasizes not just the law per se, but how knowledge of the law can make experts 
more effective, valuable and successful.

Faculty: James J. Mangraviti, Jr., Esq., has trained thousands of expert witnesses. He is a former 
litigator with experience in defense and plaintiff personal injury law and insurance law. He currently 
serves as Vice President and General Counsel of SEAK, Inc. Mr. Mangraviti received his BA degree in 
mathematics summa cum laude from Boston College and his JD degree cum laude from Boston 
College Law School. His publications include the texts Depositions: The Comprehensive Guide for 
Expert Witnesses, The A-Z Guide to Expert Witnessing, Cross-Examination: The Comprehensive Guide 

for Experts, National Guide to Expert Witness Fees and Billing Procedures, Writing and Defending Your IME Report, How to 
Excel During Depositions: Techniques for Experts That Work, Writing and Defending Your Expert Report: The Step-by-Step 
Guide with Models, and How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness: Advanced Techniques and Strategies.

Registration Information: The $495 tuition includes a continental breakfast, lunch with faculty, a detailed conference 
manual, and a fast-moving, content rich learning experience.  To register, please use the form on page 2.

Continuing Education Information: Note: If your specialty does not appear below and you desire credits, please 
contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972 or Karen@seak.com). We can often obtain desired credits upon 
request, but unfortunately, obtaining some types of credits are not feasible. Please register early, as we 
can only apply for credits after your registration form has been received and it can take time to get the 
requested approvals back from the accrediting agencies. 
 
Accident Reconstructionists: SEAK has applied to the ACTAR Continuing Education Unit for CEU approval.  
 
Accountants:Earn 7.5 CPE credits in the field of study of Specialized Knowledge and Applications. SEAK, Inc. is registered with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-
2417. Web site: www.nasba.org For SEAK, Inc.’s complaint and program cancellation policies please call SEAK, Inc. at 508-457-1111. There 
are no prerequistes for this introductory/intermediate group-live program. No advanced preparation is required. 
 
Appraisers: The American Society of Appraisers will accept 7.5 continuing education hours for this program. 
 
Attorneys: Credit varies by state.  Continuing legal education credits for attorneys will only be applied for if requested in writing when 
sending in the registration form for the conference. Please contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972, Karen@seak.com) with any questions.  
 
Engineers: SEAK, Inc. has been reviewed and approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1620 I Street, NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006. SEAK, Inc. will award .65 CEUs to participants who successfully 
complete this program. 
 
Life Care Planners: SEAK has applied for pre-approval for continuing education units from the Commission on Health Care Certification. 
 
Nurses: 
6.5 Contact Hours. 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91) an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 
ONA assigned #13,537. Approval valid through November 6, 2009.
 
Physicians: SEAK, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. SEAK, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1™ Credits. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
 
Psychologists: 6.5 CE Credits. SEAK, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. SEAK, Inc. maintains responsibility for this program and its content. To receive credit each psychologist must attend the entire 
program, sign in before the program, sign out after the program and return a completed evaluation form. Partial credit is not permitted. There 
are no prerequistes for this introductory/intermediate group-live program.

For questions or more information call 508.457.1111 or email mail@seak.com.

NOTE: SEAK does not accept commercial support for its programs and does not use faculty members with conflicts of interest.

17th Annual National Expert Witness Conference

NEW!

Law School for Expert Witnesses
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Tuesday, June 17, 2008
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NEW!

Law School for Expert Witnesses
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Tuesday, June 17, 2008

8:00–8:30  Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:30–9:30 Understanding How Lawyers Prove and Defend Cases
This segment will explain how lawyers prove and defend cases with a focus on how understanding of the law can make an 
expert more valuable to retaining counsel. Questions and Answers.  Learning Objective:  Describe how lawyers prove and 
defend cases.
9:30–10:00 The Economics of a Lawsuit and Determining How Much a Case is Worth  
How much money is a plaintiff entitled to in a lawsuit? Attendees will learn the law governing damages, the economics of a 
lawsuit, and how to seek out the highest value cases where they can charge a premium amount for their services and take 
the time necessary to do their highest level work. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective:  Identify factors that go into 
determining how much a case is worth.
10:00–10:15   Break and Networking Opportunity
10:15–11:00 Anatomy of a Lawsuit
The best expert witnesses have a working understanding of the legal processes involved in the lawsuit they are serving 
on. The essential components of a lawsuit are discussed and explained in this segment. Included is a discussion of 
complaints, answers, affirmative defenses, discovery, motions, summary judgment, motions to dismiss, remedies, and 
appeals. Students will discuss sample pleadings and court documents. Questions and Answers.  Learning Objective:  
Describe the legal procedures most often employed during civil litigation.
11:00–12:00 The Discovery Process and Avoiding Discovery Abuse of Experts
Discovery typically eats up the most time and expense in a case. How do attorneys utilize the discovery process? 
The various methods of discovery are explained. These include interrogatories, requests for production of documents, 
depositions, subpoenas duces tecum, physical examinations, and requests for admissions. An interactive and lively 
discussion of discovery disputes and abuses of experts, including protective orders and sanctions, will permit attendees 
to understand how far attorneys can go and how to “fight back” against subpoenas, being called as a “fact only” witness, 
abusive questioning and other commonly encountered problems. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective:  Explain 
issues of concern to expert witnesses under each form of discovery.
12:00–1:00  Lunch Provided with Faculty
1:00–1:45   What Happens at a Civil Trial
Although most cases settle before trial, experts should understand how a civil trial works for the inevitable day when 
they are called to testify at trial. In this segment students are taught the ins and outs of a civil trial. Included is the role 
of the judge and jury, opening statements, burdens of proof and persuasion, summation, directed verdicts, judgments 
notwithstanding verdicts, jury deliberation and decision, and judgments. Included is a discussion of common trial motions 
such as motions in limine, requests for limiting instructions, and motions for a new trial. Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) processes that involve experts such as mediation and arbitration are also discussed. Questions and Answers.  
Learning Objective:  Describe what happens during a civil trial.
1:45–2:30  What Can and Can Not Be Asked of an Expert at Trial
There will be a discussion of the basic rules and policies behind the Federal Rules of Evidence. Students will learn why 
certain types of evidence are held to be inadmissible, even where it is relevant. Students will be given the opportunity 
to object to and argue the admissibility of various pieces of proposed evidence. The focus of this segment will be how 
the rules are applied to effect what can and can not be asked of expert witnesses. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective:  Explain how the rules of evidence can be used to protect an expert witness from certain types of questions.
2:30–2:45  Break and Networking Opportunity
2:45–3:45  The 700 Series of Rules Dealing Specifically With Expert Testimony
Students will learn the legal requirements for expert testimony under the federal rules of evidence. Included will be a 
discussion of the landmark Daubert line of cases limiting the admissibility of expert testimony and the rules dealing with 
mandatory expert witness reports. Also included is a discussion of the rules regarding impeaching (i.e., discrediting) an 
expert witness.  Students will learn why an attorney is allowed to discredit an expert witness and how that process takes 
place. Practical advice to protect from such impeachment assaults will be given. Demonstrations will be conducted utilizing 
student volunteers. Questions and Answers.  Learning Objective:  Explain the significance of the 700 series of rules 
dealing specifically with expert witness.
3:45–4:15 Expert Witness Liability and Risk Management
The faculty will review the traps for the unwary in which experts can become subject to criminal and civil liability and 
professional discipline through their expert witness work. Practical suggestions to avoid liability and manage risk will be 
provided. Questions and Answers.  Learning Objective:  List effective risk management techniques for expert witnesses.
4:15–4:30  Takeaways, Conclusion and Evaluation:  
The faculty will address any final questions and elicit from the audience a bullet-point list of what specifically they will 
be doing differently as a result of what they learned at this course.  Learning Objective:  List concrete actions you will be 
taking to improve your expert witness practice.

Cape Cod, Massachusetts, June 19-20, 2008



18

17th Annual National Expert Witness Conference
P

R
E

C
O

N
FE

R
E

N
C

E
 W

O
R

K
S

H
O

P
S

NEW!

How to Become the Go To Expert Witness in Your Field
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Tuesday, June 17, 2008

Executive Summary: The “go to” expert witnesses are the ones that attorneys seek out.  Attorneys will bring in these 
experts from out of state and pay a premium for known expertise, quality and attention to detail.  Attorneys working on 
significant cases feel the need to contact the few “go to” experts in the field.  

This advanced preconference is taught by analyzing where attendees are at in their expert witness careers.  The results of 
research from “go to” experts and attorneys who use them will be shared and incorporated into the preconference.  The 
preconference will be fast paced and will enable attendees to make critical decisions about what they need to do to 
become the “go to” expert witness in their field.  There will be ample time for questions and answers, and problem solving.  
Only those experts who want to become a “go to” expert are encouraged to attend.

Distinguished Faculty: Steven Babitsky, Esq., is the President of SEAK, Inc. Attorney Babitsky was a 
personal injury litigator for twenty years and is the former managing partner of the firm Kistin, Babitsky, 
Latimer & Beitman.  Mr. Babitsky trains hundreds of experts every year through SEAK’s scheduled 
programs for expert witnesses, invited presentations, and customized expert witness training programs 
presented to corporations, associations, and governmental agencies.  He also serves as a one-on-one 
consultant to expert witnesses who desire to improve their expert witness practices.  Mr. Babitsky is the 

co-author of the texts Depositions: The Comprehensive Guide for Expert Witnesses; The A–Z Guide to Expert Witnessing; 
How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness: Advanced Techniques and Strategies; Writing and Defending Your Expert 
Report: The Step-by-Step Guide with Models; How to Excel During Cross-Examination: Techniques for Experts That Work; 
and How to Excel During Depositions: Techniques for Experts That Work. 

Registration Information: Each registration includes a continental breakfast and lunch with faculty, a workshop manual 
not available elsewhere and a truly unique solutions based educational experience. To register, please use the form on 
page 2.

Continuing Education Information: Note: If your specialty does not appear below and you desire credits, please 
contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972 or Karen@seak.com). We can often obtain desired credits upon 
request, but unfortunately, obtaining some types of credits are not feasible. Please register early, as we 
can only apply for credits after your registration form has been received and it can take time to get the 
requested approvals back from the accrediting agencies. 
 
Accident Reconstructionists: SEAK has applied to the ACTAR Continuing Education Unit for CEU approval.
 
Accountants: Earn 8.0 CPE credits in the field of study of Specialized Knowledge and Applications. SEAK, Inc. is registered with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-
2417. Web site: www.nasba.org For SEAK, Inc.’s complaint and program cancellation policies please call SEAK, Inc. at 508-457-1111. Prior 
expert witness experience is a prerequisite for this advanced group-live program. No advanced preparation is required.
 
Appraisers: The American Society of Appraisers will accept 8.0 continuing education hours for this program.

Attorneys: Credit varies by state.  Continuing legal education credits for attorneys will only be applied for if requested in writing when 
sending in the registration form for the conference. Please contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972, Karen@seak.com) with any questions.
 
Engineers: SEAK, Inc. has been reviewed and approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1620 I Street, NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006. SEAK, Inc. will award .7 CEUs to participants who successfully 
complete this program. 
 
Life Care Planners: SEAK has applied for pre-approval for continuing education units from the Commission on Health Care Certification. 
 
Nurses: 
7.0 Contact Hours. 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91) an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 
ONA assigned #13,540. Approval valid through November 6, 2009.
 
Physicians: SEAK, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. SEAK, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 7.0 AMA PRA Category 1™ Credits. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
 
Psychologists: 7.0 CE Credits. SEAK, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. SEAK, Inc. maintains responsibility for this program and its content. To receive credit each psychologist must attend the entire 
program, sign in before the program, sign out after the program and return a completed evaluation form. Partial credit is not permitted. Prior 
expert witness experience is a prerequisite for this advanced group-live program.

For questions or more information call 508.457.1111 or email mail@seak.com. 
 
NOTE: SEAK does not accept commercial support for its programs and does not use faculty members with conflicts of interest.
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Cape Cod, Massachusetts, June 19-20, 2008

NEW!

How to Become the Go To Expert Witness in Your Field
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Tuesday, June 17, 2008

7:30–8:00 Registration and continental breakfast

8:00–9:00 Finding and developing your niche in the expert witness marketplace
Faculty will explain the importance of identifying the right niche for yourself.  Attendees will be provided with a protocol for 
researching their niche, 
determining the proper fit and developing their niche to its fullest potential. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: 
Describe a protocol for developing a unique niche.

9:00–9:30 Critical analysis of your current image
In this segment faculty will discuss and demonstrate with examples how experts can critically analyze their current image 
in the marketplace.  Specific steps to improve the experts’ image will be offered.  Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: List ways to improve your expert image.

9:30–10:15 What “go to” experts have in common
Faculty and the attendees will analyze what some of the nations “go to” experts have in common and how they got to their 
position of prominence.  Videotaped interviews of the experts will be reviewed.  Lessons for the attendees will be drawn 
from these examples. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Identify the traits of a go to expert witness.

10:15–10:30 Break and Networking Opportunity

10:30–11:00 How attorneys determine who are the “go to” experts
Faculty will provide videotaped interviews and the results of the discussions and interviews with prominent attorneys.  
Attendees and faculty will analyze their decision making process and extract lessons for the experts who are building a 
“go to” expert practice. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Identify the factors that go into an attorney’s decision 
making process when selecting experts.

11:00–12:00 Critical analysis of expert witnesses practices
Faculty will discuss and demonstrate with examples how attendees can conduct a critical self-analysis audit of their 
entire expert witness practice from initial call to case completion and follow up actions. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: Describe how to conduct a self-analysis audit.

12:00–1:00 Lunch provided with faculty

1:00–1:30 Defining your unique strengths, expertise and experience
In this segment faculty will demonstrate with examples how experts can critically evaluate their own strengths and 
weaknesses.  Faculty will assist attendees in making their individual action plans to build their “go to” practices. Questions 
and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe a protocol to identify your strengths and weaknesses.

1:30–3:00 Advanced marketing techniques for building the “go to” practice
Faculty and attendees will engage in a frank discussion and analysis of the utility of:  writing articles, speaking, directory 
listings, fees, advertising, referral sources and 24-7 marketing.  Best practices will be explained and the experiences of the 
“go to experts” and the attorneys who hire them will be utilized to arrive at a consensus. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: List methods to market an expert witness practice.

3:00–3:15 Break and networking opportunity

3:15–4:15 Achieving excellence:  going beyond the expectations of retaining counsel
Faculty will present, with the assistance of the attendees the best practices for:
• Initial interviews with counsel
• Case intake
• Correspondence
• Reports (written and oral)
• Depositions
• Trials
Attendees will be presented with numerous ethical suggestions for exceeding the expectations of retaining counsel. 
Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe techniques to exceed the expectations of retaining counsel.

4:15–4:30 Takeaways and Conclusions and Evaluation
Faculty will answer any outstanding questions.  A working list of action steps for the attendees will be reviewed. Learning 
Objective: List action steps to become a go to expert.

7:30–8:00 Registration and continental breakfast

8:00–9:00 Finding and developing your niche in the expert witness marketplace
Faculty will explain the importance of identifying the right niche for yourself.  Attendees will be provided with a protocol 
for researching their niche, determining the proper fit and developing their niche to its fullest potential. Questions and 
Answers. Learning Objective: Describe a protocol for developing a unique niche.

9:00–9:30 Critical analysis of your current image
In this segment faculty will discuss and demonstrate with examples how experts can critically analyze their current image 
in the marketplace.  Specific steps to improve the experts’ image will be offered.  Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: List ways to improve your expert image.

9:30–10:15 What “go to” experts have in common
Faculty and the attendees will analyze what some of the nations “go to” experts have in common and how they got to their 
position of prominence.  Videotaped interviews of the experts will be reviewed.  Lessons for the attendees will be drawn 
from these examples. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Identify the traits of a go to expert witness.

10:15–10:30 Break and Networking Opportunity

10:30–11:00 How attorneys determine who are the “go to” experts
Faculty will provide videotaped interviews and the results of the discussions and interviews with prominent attorneys.  
Attendees and faculty will analyze their decision making process and extract lessons for the experts who are building a 
“go to” expert practice. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Identify the factors that go into an attorney’s decision 
making process when selecting experts.

11:00–12:00 Critical analysis of expert witnesses practices
Faculty will discuss and demonstrate with examples how attendees can conduct a critical self-analysis audit of their 
entire expert witness practice from initial call to case completion and follow up actions. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: Describe how to conduct a self-analysis audit.

12:00–1:00 Lunch provided with faculty

1:00–1:30 Defining your unique strengths, expertise and experience
In this segment faculty will demonstrate with examples how experts can critically evaluate their own strengths and 
weaknesses.  Faculty will assist attendees in making their individual action plans to build their “go to” practices. Questions 
and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe a protocol to identify your strengths and weaknesses.

1:30–3:00 Advanced marketing techniques for building the “go to” practice
Faculty and attendees will engage in a frank discussion and analysis of the utility of:  writing articles, speaking, directory 
listings, fees, advertising, referral sources and 24-7 marketing.  Best practices will be explained and the experiences of the 
“go to experts” and the attorneys who hire them will be utilized to arrive at a consensus. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: List methods to market an expert witness practice.

3:00–3:15 Break and networking opportunity

3:15–4:15 Achieving excellence:  going beyond the expectations of retaining counsel
Faculty will present, with the assistance of the attendees the best practices for:
• Initial interviews with counsel
• Case intake
• Correspondence
• Reports (written and oral)
• Depositions
• Trials
Attendees will be presented with numerous ethical suggestions for exceeding the expectations of retaining counsel. 
Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe techniques to exceed the expectations of retaining counsel.

4:15–4:30 Takeaways and Conclusions and Evaluation
Faculty will answer any outstanding questions.  A working list of action steps for the attendees will be reviewed. Learning 
Objective: List action steps to become a go to expert.

NEW!

How to Become the Go To Expert Witness in Your Field
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Tuesday, June 17, 2008
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The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Executive Summary: Dangerous experts are the most sought after and valuable of all experts. Dangerous experts are those 
experts who are highly resistant to attack, who know how to defeat counsel’s tactics, are skilled at persuading a jury, and 
who recognize when to seize the moment and turn the tables on opposing counsel. This course will teach its attendees 
how to become dangerous expert witnesses.  How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness is an advanced, fast-paced, 
interactive workshop designed for experienced experts who have already had some formal expert witness training. It is 
taught by an experienced faculty and features concise didactic presentations coupled with numerous interactive, hands-on 
exercises. There will also be ample time set aside in each segment for questions and answers.  Each registration includes 
a continental breakfast and lunch with faculty, a workshop manual not available anywhere else and a unique, memorable, 
educational experience.

Here’s what past attendees have to say! 
“A class act” 
“Excellent examples” 
“Extremely helpful” 
“High caliber group of attendees” 
“I learned a ton” 
 

Distinguished Faculty: Steven Babitsky, Esq., is the President of SEAK, Inc. Attorney Babitsky was a 
personal injury litigator for twenty years and is the former managing partner of the firm Kistin, Babitsky, 
Latimer & Beitman.  Mr. Babitsky trains hundreds of experts every year through SEAK’s scheduled 
programs for expert witnesses, invited presentations, and customized expert witness training programs 
presented to corporations, associations, and governmental agencies.  He also serves as a one-on-one 
consultant to expert witnesses who desire to improve their expert witness practices.  Mr. Babitsky is the 

co-author of the texts Depositions: The Comprehensive Guide for Expert Witnesses; The A–Z Guide to Expert Witnessing; 
How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness: Advanced Techniques and Strategies; Writing and Defending Your Expert 
Report: The Step-by-Step Guide with Models; How to Excel During Cross-Examination: Techniques for Experts That Work; 
and How to Excel During Depositions: Techniques for Experts That Work.  
Registration Information: The $495 tuition includes a continental breakfast, breaks, lunch with faculty, a detailed manual 
which can be retained as a bookshelf reference, and a dynamic learning experience. To register, please use the form on 
page 2.

Continuing Education Information: Note: If your specialty does not appear below and you desire credits, please 
contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972 or Karen@seak.com). We can often obtain desired credits upon 
request, but unfortunately, obtaining some types of credits are not feasible. Please register early, as we 
can only apply for credits after your registration form has been received and it can take time to get the 
requested approvals back from the accrediting agencies. 
Accident Reconstructionists: The ACTAR Continuing Education Unit has approved this program for 7.0 CEUs.
Accountants: Earn 8.0 CPE credits in the field of study of Specialized Knowledge and Applications. SEAK, Inc. is registered with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-
2417. Web site: www.nasba.org For SEAK, Inc.’s complaint and program cancellation policies please call SEAK, Inc. at 508-457-1111. Prior 
expert witness training is a prerequisite for this advanced group-live program. No advanced preparation is required.
Appraisers: The American Society of Appraisers will accept 7.0 continuing education hours for this program.
Attorneys: Credit varies by state.  Continuing legal education credits for attorneys will only be applied for if requested in writing when 
sending in the registration form for the conference. Please contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972, Karen@seak.com) with any questions.
Engineers: SEAK, Inc. has been reviewed and approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1620 I Street, NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006. SEAK, Inc. will award .7 CEUs to participants who successfully 
complete this program. 
Life Care Planners: SEAK has applied for pre-approval for continuing education units from the Commission on Health Care Certification. 
Nurses: 
7.0 Contact Hours. 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91) an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 
ONA assigned #13,148. Approval valid through October 26, 2008.
Physicians: SEAK, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. SEAK, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 7.0 AMA PRA Category 1™ Credits. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
Psychologists: 7.0 CE Credits. SEAK, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. SEAK, Inc. maintains responsibility for this program and its content. To receive credit each psychologist must attend the entire 
program, sign in before the program, sign out after the program and return a completed evaluation form. Partial credit is not permitted. Prior 
expert witness training is a prerequisites for this advanced group-live program.

For questions or more information call 508.457.1111 or email mail@seak.com. 
 
NOTE: SEAK does not accept commercial support for its programs and does not use faculty members with conflicts of interest.

“Very pointed” 
“My expectations are exceeded” 
“One of the best I’ve attended” 
“Outstanding” 
“Top Notch – as always”



21

P
R

E
C

O
N

FE
R

E
N

C
E

 W
O

R
K

S
H

O
P

S
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, June 19-20, 2008

7:30–8:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast 
8:00–9:15 Bullet-Proofing Yourself 
In order to become dangerous, an expert must deny opposing counsel ammunition to attack the expert’s credentials and 
credibility. This segment will identify a check list of potential areas of attack that experts may be subject to regarding 
their credentials and credibility including: problem language on CVs, skeletons in the closet, past testimony, controversial 
associations, missing credentials, etc. The faculty will provide specific advice on how to insulate yourself as much as 
possible from these attacks before you ever take the stand. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List techniques to 
insulate yourself from potential attacks by opposing counsel. 
9:15–10:00 Bullet-Proofing Your Opinions 
Dangerous expert witnesses express opinions that hold up under the most rigorous scrutiny and cross-examination. This 
segment will identify the most common ways in which opposing counsel is able to poke holes in an expert’s opinion and 
provide specific action steps to bullet-proof your opinion including, learning how and when to say “no” to retaining counsel, 
buttressing your opinions with research, conducting a thorough investigation, staying within your true area of expertise, case 
selection, etc. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe how to make your opinions more resistant to cross-
examination. 
10:00–10:15 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:15–11:15 Defeating Opposing Counsel’s Deposition Tactics 
Most cases are won and lost in the discovery phase. The expert’s deposition is a crucial component of discovery. The rules 
under which a deposition is conducted are much different than the rules that apply at trial. For example, there is no judge 
present at a deposition and the grounds for objection are far more limited at deposition than at trial. In this segment, 
experts will learn advanced techniques for defeating 25 of opposing counsel’s tactics used to trick and trap an expert at 
depositions. Many of these tactics and defenses will be demonstrated with student participation. Questions and Answers. 
Learning Objective: Discuss how to defeat opposing counsel’s deposition tactics. 
11:15–12:00 Hitting a Home Run During Your Direct Examination 
Experts typically obsess about cross-examination and worry (and prepare) far less than they should for direct examination. 
Dangerous experts understand that their direct examination testimony is probably more important in most cases than 
their cross-examination testimony. In this section, a concise lecture on advanced direct examination strategies for experts 
will be followed by short interactive demonstrations where student experts are asked to provide direct testimony and 
this testimony is critiqued by the group and judged on understandability, persuasiveness, style, and the all important 
“intangibles.” Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List techniques to present more persuasive direct testimony. 
12:00–1:00 Lunch Provided With Faculty 
1:00–2:00 Defeating Opposing Counsel’s Cross-Examination Tactics 
Experts can expect opposing counsel to use numerous tactics, fair and unfair, to attempt to twist and spin the facts and 
attack and degrade the expert. Dangerous experts are prepared to defeat opposing counsel’s cross-examination tactics. 
In this segment, experts will learn advanced techniques for defeating 25 of opposing counsel’s cross-examination tactics. 
Many of these tactics and defenses will be demonstrated with student participation. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: Explain how to defeat opposing counsel’s cross-examination tactics. 
2:00–3:15 Truthfully and Artfully Answering Trick and Difficult Questions 
Good experts often do very well while testifying except for one or two trick or difficult questions which they are unprepared 
to answer and stumble on. Dangerous experts have mastered the techniques for identifying and responding to trick and 
difficult questions. In this segment, experts will learn advanced techniques for identifying and responding to trick and 
difficult questions. These techniques will then be demonstrated and students tested and critiqued on their skills as the 
instructor asks numerous trick and difficult questions to class members. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: 
Describe truthful and artful responses to trick and difficult questions. 
3:15–3:30 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:30–4:15 Sticking the Knife In 
The most dangerous of all experts are those experts who are able to turn the tables on opposing counsel and “stick the 
knife in.” These experts are particularly dangerous as opposing counsel is quite likely to lose far more ground during 
cross-examination that she is to gain. In this section the faculty will explain several techniques on how and when seize 
the opportunity to turn the tables on opposing counsel. Each of these techniques will be demonstrated by brief interactive 
cross-examination demonstrations using students in the class. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain how to 
turn the tables on opposing counsel. 
4:15–4:30 Takeaways, Conclusion and Evaluation 
The instructor will take any final questions and solicit from the group a concise set of practical “bullet point” takeaways 
based on what was learned in this workshop. Learning Objective: List techniques to be a more effective expert witness.

How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008
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17th Annual National Expert Witness Conference

How to Start and Build a Successful 
Expert Witness Practice
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008
Executive Summary: How to Start and Build a Successful Expert Witness Practice is an intensive introductory workshop 
that is designed to show prospective and novice expert witnesses exactly what will be expected of them and how to start 
and build a successful expert witness practice. This course is specifically designed for prospective and novice expert 
witnesses and requires no advanced knowledge or training.  Attendees will learn from experienced faculty in a step-by-
step fashion how to start and build a successful expert witness practice. A continental breakfast, lunch with faculty and a 
detailed workshop manual not available anywhere else will be provided to all attendees.

Here’s what past attendees have to say! 
“Very well organized” 
“Excellent” 
“Very worthwhile” 
“Very good-Dr. Baker very passionate and knowledgeable” 
“Very useful” 
 

Distinguished Faculty: Terrance Baker, MD, is an attending emergency room physician at Good 
Samaritan Hospital and forensic expert in Baltimore, Maryland. He received his BS and MS from 
Johns Hopkins University and his MD from the George Washington University School of Medicine. Dr. 
Baker is board certified in Family Practice, Geriatrics, and Emergency Medicine. Dr. Baker is a former 
medical examiner of the city of Newport News, Virginia. Dr. Baker has served as a forensic medical 
expert for trial attorneys, defense attorneys, judges, district attorneys, and public defenders 
throughout the United States. Dr. Baker has also served as a forensic medical expert for the South 
Carolina Board of Medical Examiners, the joint Underwriters Association, and the Carolina Peer 
Review Organization. Dr. Baker has written and lectured extensively on expert witness issues.

Registration Information: The $495 tuition includes a continental breakfast, breaks, lunch with faculty, a detailed manual 
which can be retained as a bookshelf reference, and a dynamic learning experience. To register, please use the form on page 2.

Continuing Education Information: Note: If your specialty does not appear below and you desire credits, please 
contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972 or Karen@seak.com). We can often obtain desired credits upon 
request, but unfortunately, obtaining some types of credits are not feasible. Please register early, as we 
can only apply for credits after your registration form has been received and it can take time to get the 
requested approvals back from the accrediting agencies. 
 
Accident Reconstructionists: The ACTAR Continuing Education Unit has approved this program for 5.0 CEUs. 
 
Accountants: Earn 8.0 CPE credits in the field of study of Specialized Knowledge and Applications. SEAK, Inc. is registered with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-
2417. Web site: www.nasba.org For SEAK, Inc.’s complaint and program cancellation policies please call SEAK, Inc. at 508-457-1111. There 
are no prerequisites for this introductory group-live program. No advanced preparation is required. 
 
Appraisers: The American Society of Appraisers will accept 7.0 continuing education hours for this program. 
 
Attorneys: Credit varies by state.  Continuing legal education credits for attorneys will only be applied for if requested in writing when 
sending in the registration form for the conference. Please contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972, Karen@seak.com) with any questions. 
 
Engineers: SEAK, Inc. has been reviewed and approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1620 I Street, NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006. SEAK, Inc. will award .7 CEUs to participants who successfully 
complete this program. 
 
Life Care Planners: SEAK has applied for pre-approval for continuing education units from the Commission on Health Care Certification. 
 
Nurses: 
7.0 Contact Hours. 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91) an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 
ONA assigned #13,149. Approval valid through October 26, 2008. 
 
Physicians: SEAK, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. SEAK, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 7.0 AMA PRA Category 1™ Credits. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
 
Psychologists: 7.0 CE Credits. SEAK, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. SEAK, Inc. maintains responsibility for this program and its content. To receive credit each psychologist must attend the entire 
program, sign in before the program, sign out after the program and return a completed evaluation form. Partial credit is not permitted. There 
are no prerequisites for this introductory group-live program. 

For questions or more information call 508.457.1111 or email mail@seak.com. 
 
NOTE: SEAK does not accept commercial support for its programs and does not use faculty members with conflicts of interest.

“Great” 
“Great resources/reference manual” 
“Dr. Baker was great” 
“Great personal history”
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Cape Cod, Massachusetts, June 19-20, 2008

How to Start and Build a Successful 
Expert Witness Practice
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008
7:30–8:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast 
8:00–8:45 Role of Expert Witnesses in Civil Litigation 
Attendees will learn the proper role of expert witnesses in civil litigation. Included is an explanation of Federal Rule of 
Evidence 702, what specific qualities attorneys are looking for when selecting expert witnesses, and the types of specific 
assignments experts can expect from retaining counsel including forensic consulting, report writing, and where necessary, 
testifying at deposition or trial. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain the role of expert witnesses in civil 
litigation. 
8:45–9:15 Fine Tuning Your Expertise and the Geographic Area You Would Like to Practice In 
In order to start and build a successful expert witness practice, experts need to define what specific areas they feel 
qualified to opine on and decide the geographic boundaries of their practice. Attendees will learn the importance of staying 
within their true area of expertise, how to craft a positive image and the pros and cons of statewide, regional and national 
forensic practices. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss your true area(s) of expertise. 
9:15–10:00 Pulling Together a C.V. Appropriate for Expert Witness Work 
Anyone considering starting an expert witness practice needs to maintain a C.V. Attendees will learn the importance of an 
accurate, up-to-date C.V., what should and should not be on a C.V., and how mistakes in preparing C.V.s can damage or 
destroy an expert’s credibility Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe how to draft a C.V. appropriate for 
expert witness work. 
10:00–10:15 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:15–11:15 Spreading the Word - Marketing Your New Expert Witness Practice 
In this segment, the faculty will show attendees numerous techniques to cost effectively market an expert witness practice 
and get high quality cases. Included, will be a frank discussion of what works and what doesn’t work. Techniques discussed 
include networking, word of mouth, 24/7 marketing, internet marketing, directories, advertising, writing, speaking and 
expert witness referral agencies. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List numerous techniques to market your 
expert witness practice. 
11:15–12:00 Maintaining Your Integrity, Credibility and Ethics 
An expert’s integrity, credibility and ethics are his or her most valuable assets. In this section experts will learn how to deal 
with common problem situations and maintain their credibility and reputation. Included is an explanation of how to deal 
with short time lines, missing documents, inadequate information, being pushed outside of your true area of expertise, 
abusive questioning, amendments to your reports and other common problem situations experts face. Questions and 
Answers. Learning Objective: Explain how to deal with common ethical problems. 
12:00–1:00 Lunch Provided with Faculty 
1:00–2:00 Essentials of Expert Witness Report Writing 
Anyone wishing to start a successful expert witness practice must be prepared to draft a written report summarizing their 
investigation, findings and opinions. Such reports are often requested by counsel and may be legally required depending 
upon the jurisdiction in question. In this section attendees will learn why counsel may need a written report, what he or 
she is looking for in the report and what should and should not be included in expert reports. Questions and Answers. 
Learning Objective: Describe how to properly draft an expert report. 
2:00–3:00 Excelling While Testifying 
Successful experts are those who are persuasive during direct examination and who stand up during cross-examination 
and at deposition. Excelling while testifying requires preparation and skill. In this section, attendees will learn the qualities 
and specific testifying skills and techniques that attorneys are looking for from experts. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: Describe essential testifying skills. 
3:00–3:15 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:15–4:15 Essentials of Expert Witness Practice Management 
In this section attendees will learn the nuts and bolts of expert witness practice management. Included will be a discussion 
of how much to charge, what to charge for, how and when to collect your fee, how to prepare a basic retention agreement, 
and expert witness risk management. Sample forms will be provided to attendees. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: List practice management techniques that will help improve an expert’s bottom line. 
4:15–4:30 Takeaways, Conclusion and Evaluation 
The faculty will answer any and all outstanding questions. The faculty and attendees will then work together to develop a 
“bullet-point” list of the most important concepts, techniques and action steps learned in this workshop. Questions and 
Answers. Learning Objective: List the most important concepts, techniques and action steps learned in the program.
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The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Executive Summary: Expert witnesses are 15-20 times more likely to have to testify at deposition than at trial. Advanced 
Deposition Skills for Experts teaches experts how to excel during their depositions. The workshop is presented in an 
interactive fashion and features numerous demonstrations. This is an advanced course designed for experienced experts 
who would like to raise their deposition skills to the next level.

Here’s what past attendees have to say! 
“Outstanding” 
“Very worth while” 
“Excellent as always” 
“Well organized, touched on all important issues given time frame” 
“A fun and informative day. Lots of participation and Q & A added a lot” 
“Balance between lecture, role play, interaction and video was very good”

Distinguished Faculty: Kenneth I. Kolpan, Esq., is a highly accomplished trial lawyer whose practice 
concentrates in medical malpractice and traumatic brain injury litigation. Mr. Kolpan has over 33 
years experience in the practice of law. He has lectured extensively and his publications include 
“Medicolegal Aspects Of Head Injury” and “Traumatic Brain Damage: Damages, Rehabilitation, and 
Litigation Issues.” In addition to his law practice, Mr. Kolpan was an Assistant Professor at Tufts 
University School Of Medicine, Medical-Legal Editor of the Journal of Head Trauma Rehabilitation and 

Co-Chairperson of the Brain Injury Association’s Trial Lawyer’s Conference.

Registration Information: The $495 tuition includes a continental breakfast, breaks, lunch with faculty, a detailed manual 
which can be retained as a bookshelf reference, and a dynamic learning experience. To register, please use the form on page 2.

Continuing Education Information: Note: If your specialty does not appear below and you desire credits, please 
contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972 or Karen@seak.com). We can often obtain desired credits upon 
request, but unfortunately, obtaining some types of credits are not feasible. Please register early, as we 
can only apply for credits after your registration form has been received and it can take time to get the 
requested approvals back from the accrediting agencies. 
 
Accident Reconstructionists: The ACTAR Continuing Education Unit has approved this program for 7.0 CEUs. 
 
Accountants: Earn 7.5 CPE credits in the field of study of Specialized Knowledge and Applications. SEAK, Inc. is registered with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-
2417. Web site: www.nasba.org For SEAK, Inc.’s complaint and program cancellation policies please call SEAK, Inc. at 508-457-1111. Prior 
expert witness training or significant testifying experience are prerequisites for this advanced group-live program. No advanced preparation 
is required. 
 
Appraisers: The American Society of Appraisers will accept 7.0 continuing education hours for this program. 
 
Attorneys: Credit varies by state.  Continuing legal education credits for attorneys will only be applied for if requested in writing when 
sending in the registration form for the conference. Please contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972, Karen@seak.com) with any questions. 
 
Engineers: SEAK, Inc. has been reviewed and approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1620 I Street, NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006. SEAK, Inc. will award .65 CEUs to participants who successfully 
complete this program. 
 
Life Care Planners: SEAK has applied for pre-approval for continuing education units from the Commission on Health Care Certification. 
 
Nurses: 
6.5 Contact Hours. 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91) an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 
ONA assigned #13,146. Approval valid through October 26, 2008. 
 
Physicians: SEAK, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. SEAK, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1™ Credits. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
 
Psychologists: 6.5 CE Credits. SEAK, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. SEAK, Inc. maintains responsibility for this program and its content. To receive credit each psychologist must attend the entire 
program, sign in before the program, sign out after the program and return a completed evaluation form. Partial credit is not permitted. Prior 
expert witness training or significant testifying experience are prerequisites for this advanced group-live program. 
 
For questions or more information call 508.457.1111 or email mail@seak.com. 
 
NOTE: SEAK does not accept commercial support for its programs and does not use faculty members with conflicts of interest.
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Cape Cod, Massachusetts, June 19-20, 2008

Advanced Deposition Skills for Experts
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008

8:00–8:30 Continental Breakfast 
8:30–9:00 Executive Summary and Initial Demonstration 
Brief introductory remarks will be followed by an initial demonstration of an expert deposition utilizing a volunteer attendee. 
Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain why deposition skills are essential for expert witnesses. 
9:00–9:30 Understanding the Strategies and Goals of Opposing Counsel 
Faculty will review the goals of opposing counsel at depositions. Attendees will also learn the alternative strategies 
opposing counsel will utilize at depositions to achieve her goals. Demonstrations will drive key points home. Questions 
and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss the strategies and goals of opposing counsel at deposition. 
9:30–10:15 Preparing for Your Expert Deposition 
Experienced experts understand the significance of their deposition and how opposing counsel will likely be highly 
prepared to question them. Faculty will provide a detailed checklist of the specific steps that need to be taken to properly 
prepare for an expert deposition. Attendees will also learn how to help ensure that retaining counsel thoroughly prepares 
them for their deposition. Faculty will review the specific items experts need to be prepared to explain at their deposition. 
Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe how to properly prepare for an expert deposition. 
10:15–10:30 Break and Networking Opportunity 
10:30–11:00 Deposition Strategies for Experts 
Faculty will discuss the alternative strategies experts may follow at deposition. Faculty will explain how the best strategy 
to follow depends on many factors including the size of the case, type of case, who the attorneys are, and whether or not 
retaining counsel believes the case is likely to settle before trial. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss the 
alternative strategies experts may follow at deposition. 
11:00–12:00 Understanding and Defeating Counsel’s Deposition Tactics 
Experts who are aware of, able to recognize, and effectively deal with the myriad of opposing counsel’s tactics are 
highly successful at their depositions. These experts help increase the value of the case and are highly sought after. The 
faculty will explain, analyze, and review many deposition tactics and will offer specific techniques for defeating each. 
Demonstrations utilizing volunteer attendees will help illustrate the tactics and defenses. Questions and Answers. Learning 
Objective: Explain opposing counsel’s deposition tactics and how to defeat each tactic. 
12:00–1:00 Lunch Provided with Faculty 
1:00–1:30 Videotape Deposition-Special Techniques 
The number of videotape depositions taken are increasingly rapidly. In this segment the faculty will discuss advanced 
techniques for excelling at your videotape deposition. Attendees will view samples of effective and ineffective videotape 
deposition testimony. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain techniques for excelling at videotape 
depositions.  
1:30–2:45 Advanced Deposition Tactics for Experts 
The best experts are not only able to effectively respond to opposing counsel’s tactics, they are able to use their own 
tactics to help present truthful and effective testimony. This segment will describe numerous techniques experts can use to 
make sure that opposing counsel does not unfairly lock them in, does not take their testimony out of context and does not 
distort the truth. Demonstrations utilizing volunteer attendees will help illustrate many of these techniques. Questions and 
Answers. Learning Objective: Describe techniques the expert can use at depositions. 
2:45–3:00 Break and Networking Opportunity 
3:00–4:00 Pulling It All Together:  Truthfully and Artfully Answering Trick and Difficult 
Questions at Deposition 
In this segment the attendees will be able to practice the skills taught in the course by responding to numerous trick and 
difficult deposition questions. For each question the faculty and attendees will analyze what tactic opposing counsel is 
most likely employing, how that tactic can be defeated and various truthful and artful answers to the question. Questions 
and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss methods for responding to trick and difficult questions at depositions. 
4:00–4:15 Attendee Specific Trick and Difficult Questions 
During this segment attendees will be allowed to submit to the faculty and his or her attendee-peers difficult and trick 
questions. The faculty and attendees will provide suggestions on truthful and artful ways to answer these questions. 
Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain how to respond truthfully but artfully to trick and difficult questions at 
depositions. 
4:15–4:30 Takeaways, Conclusion and Evaluation 
Faculty will take any final questions and solicit from the attendees a concise set of “bullet point” takeaways based on what 
was learned in this workshop. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List the most important concepts, techniques 
and action steps learned in the program.
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17th Annual National Expert Witness Conference

Testifying Skills Workshop
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008
Executive Summary: An expert’s value ultimately depends on his or her ability to excel when testifying. Testifying 
Skills Workshop is a hands-on interactive program which has been designed to show experts exactly what to do, and 
what not to do when testifying. It features concise didactic presentations combined with numerous mock trial and 
deposition demonstrations using volunteer attendees. The fact patterns, CVs, difficult questions, and reports used in the 
demonstrations will be submitted in advance by attendees. There will be ample time for questions and answers. 
Here’s what past attendees have to say! 
“Faculty excellent” 
“Very informative, enjoyed the fast pace” 
“First workshop on subject attended, it was very informative” 
“Well organized and informative” 
“Hard hitting questions and how to avoid embarrassing situations”

Distinguished Faculty: The Honorable Paul A. Chernoff is an Associate Justice of the Massachusetts 
Superior Court. Judge Chernoff received his J.D. from George Washington University School of Law. 
Judge Chernoff, prior to his appointment to the bench, was a member of the Public Defender Service, 
District of Columbia and chair of the Massachusetts Parole Board. Judge Chernoff has received the 
1997 Judicial Achievement Award from the Massachusetts Academy of Trial Attorneys and the 1998 
Massachusetts Judges Conference Superior Court Judicial Excellence Award. Judge Chernoff is on the 

faculty for the National Judicial College and the Massachusetts Continuing Education Board, and is an adjunct faculty 
member of Boston College Law School. 
 

James J. Mangraviti, Jr., Esq., has trained thousands of expert witnesses. He is a former litigator with 
experience in defense and plaintiff personal injury law and insurance law. He currently serves as Vice 
President and General Counsel of SEAK, Inc. Mr. Mangraviti received his BA degree in mathematics 
summa cum laude from Boston College and his JD degree cum laude from Boston College Law School. 
His publications include the texts Depositions: The Comprehensive Guide for Expert Witnesses, The A-Z 
Guide to Expert Witnessing, Cross-Examination: The Comprehensive Guide for Experts, National Guide 

to Expert Witness Fees and Billing Procedures, Writing and Defending Your IME Report, How to Excel During Depositions: 
Techniques for Experts That Work, Writing and Defending Your Expert Report: The Step-by-Step Guide with Models, and How 
to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness: Advanced Techniques and Strategies. 
 Registration Information: The $495 tuition includes a continental breakfast, breaks, lunch with faculty, a detailed manual 
which can be retained as a bookshelf reference, and a dynamic learning experience. To register, please use the form on page 2. 
 Continuing Education Information: Note: If your specialty does not appear below and you desire credits, please 
contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972 or Karen@seak.com). We can often obtain desired credits upon 
request, but unfortunately, obtaining some types of credits are not feasible. Please register early, as we 
can only apply for credits after your registration form has been received and it can take time to get the 
requested approvals back from the accrediting agencies. 
 
Accident Reconstructionists: The ACTAR Continuing Education Unit has approved this program for 7.0 CEUs. 
Accountants: Earn 8.0 CPE credits in the field of study of Specialized Knowledge and Applications. SEAK, Inc. is registered with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-
2417. Web site: www.nasba.org For SEAK, Inc.’s complaint and program cancellation policies please call SEAK, Inc. at 508-457-1111. There 
are no prerequisites for this intermediate group-live program. No advanced preparation is required. 
Appraisers: The American Society of Appraisers will accept 7.0 continuing education hours for this program. 
Attorneys: Credit varies by state.  Continuing legal education credits for attorneys will only be applied for if requested in writing when 
sending in the registration form for the conference. Please contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972, Karen@seak.com) with any questions. 
Engineers: SEAK, Inc. has been reviewed and approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1620 I Street, NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006. SEAK, Inc. will award .67 CEUs to participants who successfully 
complete this program. 
Life Care Planners: SEAK has applied for pre-approval for continuing education units from the Commission on Health Care Certification. 
Nurses: 
6.7 Contact Hours. 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91) an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 
ONA assigned #13,151. Approval valid through October 26, 2008. 
Physicians: SEAK, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. SEAK, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 6.7 AMA PRA Category 1™ Credits. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
Psychologists: 6.7 CE Credits. SEAK, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. SEAK, Inc. maintains responsibility for this program and its content. To receive credit each psychologist must attend the entire 
program, sign in before the program, sign out after the program and return a completed evaluation form. Partial credit is not permitted. There 
are no prerequisites for this intermediate group-live program.  
 
For questions or more information call 508.457.1111 or email mail@seak.com. 
NOTE: SEAK does not accept commercial support for its programs and does not use faculty members with conflicts of interest.
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7:00–8:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00–9:30 Depositions: Special Techniques 

Attendees will learn the special techniques which should be used when testifying at transcribed and videotaped 

depositions. Included is an explanation of what questions experts are likely to be asked at deposition, why they are likely 

to be asked those questions, the rules the attorneys must play by at deposition, and how the expert deposition fits into 

both side’s case. Deposition Demonstrations and Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List techniques to perform 

better during depositions.

9:30–9:45 Break & Networking Opportunity

9:45–11:00 Direct Examination: Persuading the Jury 

Attendees will learn how to best connect with and persuade a jury. Techniques explained and demonstrated include, 

speaking in laymen’s terms, acting as a teacher, using proper body language and demeanor, and how and when to use 

demonstrative evidence. Direct Examination Demonstrations and Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain 

how to best connect with and persuade a jury.

11:00–12:00 Cross Examination: Bending but Not Breaking 

Attendees will learn how to stand up to even the most withering of cross-examinations. Faculty will explain the goals 

of counsel during cross-examination and the trick questions and trial tactics that are commonly used. Techniques for 

deflecting counsel’s attacks and excelling during cross-examination will be provided. Cross-Examination Demonstrations 

and Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss how to optimally perform during cross-examination.

12:00–1:15 Lunch Provided with Faculty

1:15–2:15 Cross Examination: Your CV 

Attendees will learn how counsel will attempt to challenge their qualifications during cross-examinations. Artful responses 

that meet these challenges will be suggested. Volunteer attendees will be cross-examined on their pre-submitted CVs. 

Cross-Examination Demonstrations and Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss the common lines of attack 

regarding an expert CV and how to blunt these lines of attack.

2:15–3:00 Cross Examination: Your Report 

Attendees will learn how experienced counsel will attempt to pick apart their expert report. Advanced techniques to blunt 

counsel’s pointed questions will be provided and demonstrated. Volunteer attendees will be cross-examined on their  

pre-submitted reports. Cross-Examination Demonstrations and Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss the 

common lines of attack regarding an expert report and how to blunt these lines of attack.

3:00–3:15 Break & Networking Opportunity

3:15–4:00 Trick and Difficult Questions 

Attendees will identify the most difficult questions they can be asked as an expert. Artful replies to these questions will be 

discussed and demonstrated. Cross-Examination Demonstrations and Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List 

the common trick and difficult questions experts are asked.

4:00–4:30 Takeaways, Conclusion, and Evaluation 

Learning Objective: List the most important concepts, techniques and action steps learned in the program.

Cape Cod, Massachusetts, June 19-20, 2008

Testifying Skills Workshop
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008
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17th Annual National Expert Witness Conference

The Biggest Mistakes Experts Make: 
And How to Avoid Them
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008
Executive Summary: The vast majority of problems and difficulties that experts get themselves into are avoidable. This fast 
paced, interactive workshop will reveal the countless hidden traps and pitfalls experts face and provide practical advice on 
how to avoid each of them. This course will feature numerous hands-on mock trial demonstrations based upon materials 
pre-submitted by volunteer attendees. This in an intermediate level program and there are no prerequisites. It is designed 
for any person who currently serves as an expert witness or is considering entering this field. 
 

Distinguished Faculty: The Honorable Joseph J. Maltese was elected as a Judge of Civil Court in 1991. 
From 1992 to 1996 he sat in both the New York City Criminal Court in Kings and Richmond Counties, as 
well as in the New York City Civil Court. In 1996 he was appointed by the Governor to act as a Justice of 
the New York Supreme Court pursuant to the Court of Claims Act. Judge Maltese now presides in 
Richmond County handling medical malpractice and product liability cases, as well as general civil 
matters. He serves on the Litigation Coordinating Panel which oversees complex litigations such as mass 

torts pending in more than one county of New York. Before coming to the bench, he was in the private practice of law for 
15 years concentrating in civil and criminal litigation.

In addition to a Bachelor of Arts degree from the City University and a Juris Doctor from New York Law School, Justice 
Maltese has earned three Master’s degrees from: New York University, Touro College and the National Judicial College of the 
University of Nevada at Reno, where he is also a candidate for the Doctor of Philosophy degree.

Justice Maltese teaches courses on scientific evidence to judges at the National Judicial College and teaches at the New 
York Judicial Seminars. He is a frequent lecturer to attorneys at continuing legal education seminars for the New York 
State Bar Association, New York State Trial Lawyers Association, the Practicing Law Institute, the Richmond County Bar 
Association, the Brooklyn Bar Association, the Columbian Lawyers Association and St. John’s University School of Law. He 
teaches forensic scientists at Touro College and lectures law students at New York Law School and at Fordham University 
School of Law.

Joseph Maltese retired from the U.S. Army Reserve after more than 30 years of service in the active and reserve 
components where he served as an Armor Officer, an Intelligence Officer and as a member of the Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps. During his last seven years in JAG, he served as a military judge for the U.S. Army Trial Judiciary where he presided 
over active duty courts-martials in Germany, Panama and at several posts in the U.S. 
 
Registration Information: The $495 tuition includes a continental breakfast, breaks, lunch with faculty, a detailed manual 
which can be retained as a bookshelf reference, and a dynamic learning experience. To register, please use the form on page 2. 
 
Continuing Education Information: Note: If your specialty does not appear below and you desire credits, please 
contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972 or Karen@seak.com). We can often obtain desired credits upon 
request, but unfortunately, obtaining some types of credits are not feasible. Please register early, as we 
can only apply for credits after your registration form has been received and it can take time to get the 
requested approvals back from the accrediting agencies. 
 
Accident Reconstructionists: The ACTAR Continuing Education Unit has approved this program for 6.0 CEUs. 
Accountants: Earn 7.5 CPE credits in the field of study of Specialized Knowledge and Applications. SEAK, Inc. is registered with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE 
Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding 
registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-
2417. Web site: www.nasba.org For SEAK, Inc.’s complaint and program cancellation policies please call SEAK, Inc. at 508-457-1111. There 
are no prerequisites for this intermediate group-live program. No advanced preparation is required. 
Appraisers: The American Society of Appraisers will accept 6.0 continuing education hours for this program. 
Attorneys: Credit varies by state.  Continuing legal education credits for attorneys will only be applied for if requested in writing when 
sending in the registration form for the conference. Please contact Karen Babitsky (781-261-9972, Karen@seak.com) with any questions. 
Engineers: SEAK, Inc. has been reviewed and approved as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1620 I Street, NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20006. SEAK, Inc. will award .65 CEUs to participants who successfully 
complete this program. 
Life Care Planners: SEAK has applied for pre-approval for continuing education units from the Commission on Health Care Certification. 
Nurses: 
6.5 Contact Hours. 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91) an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 
ONA assigned #13,152. Approval valid through October 26, 2008. 
Physicians: SEAK, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. SEAK, Inc. designates this educational activity for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1™ Credits. Physicians should only 
claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
Psychologists: 6.5 CE Credits. SEAK, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for 
psychologists. SEAK, Inc. maintains responsibility for this program and its content. To receive credit each psychologist must attend the entire 
program, sign in before the program, sign out after the program and return a completed evaluation form. Partial credit is not permitted. There 
are no prerequisites for this intermediate group-live program. 

For questions or more information call 508.457.1111 or email mail@seak.com. 
NOTE: SEAK does not accept commercial support for its programs and does not use faculty members with conflicts of interest.
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The Biggest Mistakes Experts Make: 
And How to Avoid Them
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis, Hyannis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts
Wednesday, June 18, 2008
8:00–8:30 Registration and Continental Breakfast 
8:30–9:15 Web Pages 
Many experts have web pages. A web page can be a tremendous asset to an expert, but experts make many common 
costly mistakes when creating and maintaining their web page. In this segment the faculty will review the most common 
and devastating mistakes regarding expert web pages and offer suggestions on how each of these mistakes can and 
should be avoided. The faculty will also critique the web pages of attendees and conduct mock trial demonstrations to 
show how devastating web page errors can be. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: List several techniques to 
construct more bullet-proof web pages. 
9:15–10:00 CVs 
As a document used to both promote your expertise and by opposing counsel to attack you, your curriculum vitae is 
crucially important. The faculty will describe the biggest mistakes experts make regarding CVs and will offer practical 
advice on how these mistakes could have and should have been avoided. Many of the mistakes will be demonstrated with 
mock trial demonstrations of attendees based upon their pre-submitted CVs. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: 
Explain how to correct problem areas in your curriculum vitae. 
10:00–10:15 Break & Networking Opportunity 
10:15–11:00 Researching, Investigating and Forming Opinions 
The more solid the process of forming an opinion, the more believable and valuable that opinion will be. Experts commonly 
make numerous mistakes when forming their opinions. The faculty will explain each of these mistakes and how to avoid 
them. Included will be memorable mock trial demonstrations based upon pre-submitted reports from attendees which 
demonstrate the effect such mistakes can have on an expert’s credibility. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: 
Describe how to produce more defensible expert opinions. 
11:00–11:30 Report Writing 
An expert’s report becomes part of her permanent record and has critical importance to the case at hand and the expert’s 
credibility going forward. A well-written report can help a case settle favorably and boost the expert’s reputation. A poorly 
written report will have negative consequences for the case at hand and the expert witness. Along with reviewing the 
biggest mistakes made in this area and how to avoid them, the faculty will demonstrate some of these mistakes with mock 
trial demonstrations. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Identify ways to avoid costly mistakes in report writing. 
11:30–12:00 Depositions 
Since most cases settle before trial, experts are far more likely to testify at deposition than they are at trial. An expert’s 
performance at deposition will be an important factor in the settlement value of the case. In this section the faculty will 
describe the biggest mistakes experts make at deposition and provide suggestions for avoiding these mistakes. Questions 
and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe how to recognize and avert mistakes at depositions. 
12:00–1:00 Lunch Provided with Faculty 
1:00–1:30 Direct Testimony 
Direct testimony is the time where the expert must persuade the judge or jury to both understand and believe her opinion. 
Direct testimony is fraught with potential mistakes that the faculty will catalog and offer advice on how to avoid. Some of 
these mistakes will be demonstrated by mock trial testimony and video clips of actual experts testifying. Questions and 
Answers. Learning Objective: List techniques to deliver more persuasive and believable direct testimony. 
1:30–2:00 Cross Examination 
A large part of cross-examination from opposing counsel’s perspective is trying to get the expert to make a mistake. In 
this portion of the course the faculty will provide a checklist of common mistakes along with ideas on how to avoid each 
of them. Some of these mistakes will be demonstrated by mock trial testimony and video clips of actual experts testifying. 
Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Describe methods to recognize and avert mistakes during cross-examination. 
2:00–2:45 Marketing 
Experts often make marketing mistakes which result in less effective marketing and/or a needless diminution of the 
expert’s credibility. In this segment that faculty will list the biggest marketing mistakes experts make, offer suggestions on 
how to avoid them and demonstrate with mock trial demonstrations the difficulties that marketing mistakes can cause on 
the witness stand. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Identify numerous techniques to more effectively market 
your expert witness practice. 
2:45–3:00 Break & Networking Opportunity 
3:00–3:45 Practice Management 
The financial success of an expert’s practice is often dependant on how well the expert conducts the administrative portion 
of his practice such as office management, document retention, fee setting, communications, billings, collections, etc. 
In this segment the faculty will describe the biggest mistakes experts make in practice management and offer solutions 
on how to avoid these mistakes. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Explain how to improve your practice 
management procedures. 
3:45–4:15 Risk Management 
Experts unfortunately sometimes get themselves into trouble - criminally, civilly and professionally. In this segment the 
faculty will review the common mistakes experts make which get themselves into trouble and will offer suggestions on how 
to avoid each of these mistakes. Questions and Answers. Learning Objective: Discuss several ways to avoid potential 
liability associated with expert witness work. 
4:15–4:30 Takeaways, Conclusion and Evaluation 
The faculty will address any final questions and elicit from the audience a bullet-proof list of what specifically they will be 
doing differently in light of what was learned at the course. Learning Objective: List concrete actions you will be taking to 
improve your expert witness practice.

Cape Cod, Massachusetts, June 19-20, 2008



SEAK, Inc., founded in 1980, is the leading provider of expert witness training and texts and has trained well 
over 20,000 physicians, lawyers, nurses, and expert witnesses nationwide. For additional information please 
contact Steven Babitsky, Esq. at (508) 548-9443 or stevenbabitsky@seak.com or visit www.seak.com.

Schedule SEAK Training Where You Want It, When You Want It – 
AND Customize It To Meet Your Organization or Company’s Needs. 

SEAK’s expert witness training can be 
presented on-site at your company or 
organization and at your convenience.  
SEAK’s in-house training can be 
customized so you can address important 
issues that meet your specific training 
needs.

SEAK’s In-House Expert Witness Training:

•	Customized material to fit your 		 	
	 organization’s training needs.

•	Choose the time and place that are most 	
	 convenient for your group.

•	Save training dollars on travel expenses 	
	 and reduce time away from the office.

•	Be better prepared to enter the 	 	
	 courtroom.

•	Learn from recognized experts in the field, 	
	 who are experienced and highly effective 	
	 trainers. 

SEAK’s Expert Witness Training:

•	Advanced Cross Examination 	 	
	 Workshop

•	Advanced Deposition Skills Workshop

•	Advanced Trick and Difficult Questions 	
	 Workshop

•	Advanced Testifying Skills: The 	 	
	 Master’s Program

•	Expert Report Writing

•	Expert Witness Practice Management

•	How to Become a Dangerous Expert 	
	 Witness

•	How to Start and Build A Successful 	
	 Expert Witness Practice 

•	Law School for Experts

•	Persuasion Skills Workshop 

•	Testifying Skills Workshop

•	The Biggest Mistakes Experts Make: 	
	 And How to Avoid Them 

CUSTOMIZED ON-SITE  
EXPERT WITNESS TRAINING 



BEST SELL ING TEXTS 
FOR EXPERTS

Cross-Examination: The Comprehensive Guide for Experts 
This is the one book attorneys don’t want you to have. It helps 
experts quickly and efficiently master the art of responding to each 
and every cross-examination question truthfully and artfully. The 
text contains hundreds of examples. Experts will learn:
• What opposing counsel is likely to ask and why, 
• How to prepare for, and defeat, counsel’s tactics, 
• Multiple responses to 75 of the most difficult questions experts 	
	 may face, 
• How jurors perceive cross-examination of experts, 
• What opposing counsel can and can not ask, 
• Dozens of advanced techniques to perform superbly during 	
	 cross, and
• How to turn the table on opposing counsel.
Hardbound, 432 pages; © 2003 | ISBN: 1892904233 
Price: $99.95 |  SKU# CE2

Writing and Defending Your Expert Report: The Step-by-Step 
Guide with Models
The seminal work on how to craft and confidently and expertly 
defend your expert report. 
This required resource for all experts will teach you:
• Numerous techniques on how to write a powerful, persuasive 	
	 and defensible report,
• How much retaining counsel can assist you in writing your report,
• The superfluous information and dangerous language that 		
	 should be left out of your report,
• Advanced techniques to defend against 40 of counsel’s most 	
	 devastating tactics used to attack you through your report,
• Legal requirements regarding Rule 26 expert reports and reports 	
	 used in summary judgment motions, and
• The techniques used by a dozen leading experts to write and 	
	 defend an expert report. 
Hardbound, 420 pages; © 2002 | ISBN: 1892904217 
Price: $99.95 | SKU# REPBOOK

The A-Z Guide to Expert Witnessing
The comprehensive work on expert witnessing. The topics covered 
include civil procedure, evidence, qualifications, CV writing, forming 
and expressing opinions, report writing, testifying skills, marketing, 
fee setting, billing, collections, ethics, privileges, discovery, avoiding 
abuse and much more. You will learn:
• How to best connect with and persuade a jury,
• How to market yourself professionally and cost-effectively,
• Premium fee-setting, billing and collection techniques,
• Relevant rules of civil procedure and evidence,
• Testifying skills,
• Expert witness risk management,
• How to handle abuse by attorneys,
• How to maintain high ethical standards,
• How to bullet-proof your CV and written reports,
• How to meet challenges under Daubert,
• The limits of discovery and privilege.
Hardbound, 626 pages; © 2006 | ISBN: 1-892904-29-2
Price: $135 | SKU: AZBOOK

SEAK SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEE

If for any reason you are not 
totally satisfied with any SEAK  
publication, please return it to us 
within 30 days for a full refund.

How to Become a Dangerous Expert Witness  
This book teaches experienced experts how to become dangerous 
experts.  The mere disclosing of a dangerous expert to the  
opposing side can frequently increase the settlement value of a 
case.  Accordingly, dangerous experts are selective in the types 
of cases they accept and are able to command premium fees.  
Opposing lawyers are concerned about the dangerous expert’s 
expertise, command of the facts and his ability to communicate, 
teach and persuade the jury.  Dangerous experts understand how 
to defeat opposing counsel’s tactics and are even capable of 
turning the tables on opposing counsel. You will learn:
• How to bulletproof yourself and your opinions,
• What dangerous experts do when preparing to testify,
• How to defeat opposing counsel’s deposition and  
	 cross-examination tactics,
• Advanced techniques for delivering persuasive and memorable 	
	 direct testimony, and
• How and when to take the offensive and turn the tables on 	
	 opposing counsel.
Hardbound, 433 pages; © 2005 | ISBN: 1892904276 
Price: $99.95 | SKU# DANGEROUS

Depositions: The Comprehensive Guide for Expert Witnesses
The overwhelming majority of all testimony given by expert  
witnesses is given in depositions. Depositions: The Comprehensive 
Guide for Expert Witnesses shows expert witnesses how to excel 
during their depositions.
You will learn:
• The questions you should expect to be asked,
• How to truthfully and artfully answer counsel’s questions,
• How to defeat opposing counsel’s tactics,
• Special techniques for excelling during videotaped depositions,
• The law governing depositions and how to avoid abuse,
• How to successfully prepare for your deposition,
• How to set and collect your fee,
• Techniques for answering trick and difficult questions, and
• Much, much more.
Hardbound, 425 Pages; © 2007 | ISBN 978-1-892904-32-4 
Price: $100 | SKU# DEP2

TO ORDER, CALL 
508.457.1111 OR VISIT 

WWW.SEAK.COM
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